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Manila North Airport was the country’s first commercial airport in 

Avenida Extension, Caloocan. It started its operation in the 1930s initially 

by the Lopez family-owned Iloilo-Negros Air Express Co, Inc. (INAEC), and 

the Philippine Aerial Taxi Co. (PATCO), precursor of Philippine Air Lines 

(PAL). The devastation brought by WWII forced the airfield to cease 

operations. The area that was once occupied by Manila North Airport had 

been repurposed as residential subdivision, Grace Park, in the 1950s. Jose 

Rizal who had crossed continents on ship during his travels would have 

likely reached more, and farther, places had airplanes been introduced 

during his time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


