King Alfonso XIlIl, 1897 1897, Manila to Winterthur, Switzerland

In 1897, certain stamps of Alfonso XlIl were surcharged in order to reissue remaining stocks of previously
withdrawn, obsolete issues. Consequently, the new surcharged value generally corresponded to that of the
original stamp.

* * *x

Cover sent from Manila to Winterthur, Switzerland. According to the dated private business handstamp of
Kuenzle & Streiff, it was dispatched on 29 September 1897. The cover is franked with a 15 Centavos de Peso
overprinted stamp, having a blue surcharge on an issue originally released in 1892. A total of 12,000 of these
overprinted stamps were produced in 1897. Also, it has two stamps at 2 Centavos and a stamps at 6 Centavos
de Peso of the King Alfonso Xlll series, issued in 1896. The stamps were cancelled by boxed “CERTIFICADO”
cancels and “R” mark.

On 30 September it left Manila with the Spanish postal vessel Patricio de Satrustegui to Europe. It arrived on
26 October 1897 in Winterthur.

The cover has a franking of 23 Centavos de Peso, while the proper double rate under UPU regulations including
the registration fee amounted to 24 Centavos de Peso. The 1 Centavo de Peso shortfall was routinely tolerated
by the postal service.



