
1890, Manila to Southport, United Kingdom 
King Alfonso XIII, 1890s   Mail to UPU      1891, La Union to Paris, France 

 
Envelope sent in Manila 22 December 1890 to Southport, United Kingdom. On the same day, the cover was 
shipped to Hong Kong by the British steamer Nanzing as endorsed by the sender. Three days later, it arrived in 
Hong Kong, where the cover received a transit cancel on its backside. The cover was forwarded without delay, 
on 25 December by the British P&O steamship Thames to Europe. On 28 January 1891 it arrived in Southport.   

The single weight cover, was franked properly with four stamps at 2 Centavos de Peso, issued in 1890. The 
stamps were issued for postage to UPU member nations (inscription on sheet “UNION GENERAL POSTAL”). 

 

 
There are quite a few covers from remote provinces that were sent abroad, franked with 10 Centavos de Peso. 
Most likely on the assumption of the sender that transportation within the Philippines also had to be paid for. 

Single weight cover sent 
from La Union, Ilocos to 
Paris, France.  

The stamps were 
cancelled on 7 December 
1891 by a “CORREOS / 
UNION” date stamp. Four 
days later a Manila cancel 
was applied. It was then 
carried by the Spanish 
vessel Isla de Luzon to 
Europe. In France a 
railway mark “BELFORT A 
PARIS” was applied on 
15 January 1892. 

Franked with two stamps 
at 5 Centavos de Peso, 
issued in 1890. According 
to the sheet inscription 
the stamps were issued 
for postage to UPU 
nations.  

The cover is overfranked 
by 2 Centavos de Peso.   

Provenance: Antonio Cuesta 


