King Alfonso XIIl, 1890s Mail to Spain ca. 1897, Manila to Barcelona, Spain

Front of a large envelope, sent from Manila to Barcelona, Spain. It was most likely sent in 1897. The stamps
were tied in Manila by a boxed cancel, “CERTIFICADO”. In addition, registry numbers were noted on the item.

Based on the usual shipping routes, there is much to suggest that the cover was carried on a Spanish steamer
via Marseille.

It was franked with two stamps at 2 Centavos de Peso, two stamps at 20 Centavos de Peso and a pair of
impresos stamps at 5 Milesimas de Peso (10 Milesimas equivalent to 1 Centavos de Peso). All these stamps
were issued in 1896. While the regular stamps were issued for general postage (the sheets are inscribed
“CORREOQS”), the impresos stamps were not initially intended for postal use, but rather for printed matter.
Scarce multiple usage of the 20 Centavos de Peso stamp of 1896.

The envelope was sent at registered triple weight, totaling 45 Centavos de Peso. It cost 30 Centavos de Peso to
send the item weighing up to 45 grams. Another 15 Centavos de Peso were due for the registered fee. Both
rates went into effect on 22 April 1891 and were applicable until 31 December 1897. Provenance: Nigel Gooding




