King Alfonso XIIl, 1890s Interior Mail 1896, lloilo to Manila

Cover sent to Manila. As indicated by the printed return address it was sent by the lloilo based business
Hollmann & Company.

The cover was carried by the mail steamer Uranus from lloilo to Manila. The steamer sailed regularly on the
inter-island routes.

As the stamp did not receive a postmarked in lloilo, much suggests that the cover was handed in at the port of
lloilo. The stamp was first cancelled in Manila by the “CORREOS / MANILA” cancel on 18 March 1896. Also, on
the back a faint cancel stating “COMUNICACIONES / ADMIN PRAL MANILA / CARTERA CENTRAL” was applied by
the sorting section of the Manila post office.

Especially, mail that was not handed in at post offices was weighed upon arrival in Manila to ensure that it was
sufficiently franked. This was documented by writing the weight in grams with a pen next to the stamp. This
cover weighed 10 grams and this was documented below the stamp in handwriting, “10”.

The cover was therefore properly franked at 2 Centavos de Peso. Provenance: Antonio Cuesta



