
 
King Alfonso XIII, 1890s   Interior Mail      1890, Iloilo to Cebu 

The stamps of the Philippines issued during the period 1890 to 1897 depict the portrait of the infant King, 
Alfonso XIII, and are commonly referred to as the “Baby Head” issues. The new stamps were issued in the 
Philippines from 1 February 1890 onwards. 

These stamps are fascinating because of their variety. The different denominations were printed in different 
colors or print runs over the years. This resulted in differences in the features of these stamps. 

* * * 

Various shipping routes within the Philippines carried mail between the island of the archipelago. All routes 
started and ended in Manila. Mail ships regularly travelled along the Luzon coastline to the north and 
southeast. In addition, there was a line that served various islands in the south of the archipelago and a 
southeastern line that mainly served the Visayas. The exact routing varied regularly. 

* * * 

Until 21 April 1891, the domestic postage for a letter up to 15 grams was 24/8 Centavos de Peso.  

Effective from 22 April 1891 it was reduced to 2 Centavos de Peso in accordance with the Royal Decree of 
13 March 1891. The reduced postage was effective until 31 December 1897. 

 

 
Interior cover sent from Iloilo to Cebu. It was sent September 1890. The cover was franked with two stamps at 
24/8 Centavos de Peso of the King Alfonso XIII series. The stamps were issued 1890 for general postage (the 
sheets are inscribed “CORREOS”).  

They were tied by a “COMUNICACIONES / ILOILO” date stamp and a Parilla cancel. The cover was carried by the 
shipping line operating in the southeast of the Philippines and was transported directly from Iloilo to Cebu. 
Mail within the islands without routing via Manila is rare. As documented by a “CORREOS / CEBU” date stamp 
on the front, the cover arrived in Cebu on 9 September 1890. 

The 5 Centavos de Peso franking was paying double interior letter rate up to 30 grams. The stamps at 
24/8 Centavos de Peso could only be used for a short time for proper postage due to the adjustment of the 
interior rates effective from 22 April 1891. Given the lack of use of stamps of this denomination, it was agreed 
on 28 June 1891 to withdraw and exchange them. Covers franked with these stamps are scarce.  


