
 
Era of Surcharges, 1880s      1889, Manila to St. Louis, United States 

 

Following the discovery of the forgeries, when the Government commissioned new dies for subsequent 
overprints, the engraver Don Adolfo Garcia produced improved, oval-shaped dies with finer detail. These 
surcharges were much harder to counterfeit and no forgeries intended to defraud the Philippine Government 
are known. Moreover, some of the original stamps had higher face values, making any attempt to forge the 
overprint pointless. 

24/8 Centavos de Peso stamps of the first and second retouches were overprinted to a face value of 8 Centavos 
de Peso for outbound mail. It is likely that these blue stamps were chosen for overprinting to comply with the 
UPU regulations on color coding. 

 

 

 
Registered envelope sent from Manila to St. Louis, United States, on 29 February 1889. The stamps were 
cancelled with a “CORREOS / MANILA” date stamp, and a magenta registry mark with its number was applied 
on the front. The cover traveled via Hong Kong to San Francisco, where it received a three-line backstamp on 
10 May 1889, before arriving in St. Louis, documented by a boxed arrival cancel on 16 May. 

The cover was franked with four 24/8 Centavos de Peso stamps of the first retouch, overprinted to 8 Centavos 
de Peso. The 32 Centavos de Peso franking covered the triple UPU letter rate plus 8 Centavos de Peso for 
registration.  Provenance: Fritz-Walter Lange 

* * * 

 

Also stamps for domestic use at 24/8 Centavos de Peso with improved overprints were created. The production 
of such stamps by overprinting 219,500 stamps at 1/8 Centavos de Peso (upper cover on next page) as well as 
110,000 unissued stamps at 10 Centavos de Peso (lower cover) was approved by Order by Public Treasury 
Department of the Philippines, Manila on 4 October 1888.  


