
 
Era of Surcharges, 1880s         1887, Manila to Bourg-Saint-Andéol, France 

 

In 1886, there was still a shortage of suitable postage stamps. To avoid dependence on the irregular shipments 
from Spain, existing stocks were once again surcharged. 

The with a face value of 24/8 Centavos de Peso, originally issued in 1883 after a first retouch as well those which 
have been issued after a second retouch in 1886, were revalued by a red overprint to 1 Centavo de Peso. 
Furthermore, stamps of the second retouch also were revalued to 10 Centavos de Peso by a black overprint.  

As indicated on both overprints “HABILITADO / U. POSTAL.” these stamps were primarily intended for use on 
mail to member countries of the Universal Postal Union. 

Since the surcharged stamps did not match the standard UPU rates, they were likely intended as flexible 
supplementary stamps to allow the remaining stock to be used up in combination with other available 
denominations. 

 

 

 
Cover sent from Manila to Bourg-Saint-Andéol, France. The stamps were tied by a “CORREOS / MANILA” cancel 
on 28 March 1887. On 2 April, it was carried by Spanish steamer Salvadora to Singapore. From Singapore it was 
carried by the French steamer Melbourne where it was marked by a red Paquebot cancel on 11 April. Contrary 
to the written routing note, the cover was unloaded in Marseille. On 4 May, it was stamped on the back at the 
destination in Bourg-Saint-Andéol. 

Beside the overprinted stamp at 10 Centavos de Peso, it was also franked with a 62/8 Centavos de Peso stamp of 
the third series of King Alfonso XII issued in March 1882. There was no corresponding postal rate for a stamp at 
62/8 Centavos de Peso, which makes its use on cover very rare, with only two such letters known.  

Disregarding the 2/8 Centavo de Peso, the postage corresponds to the double UPU rate for a letter weighing up 
to 30 grams. 

 

 


