Era of Surcharges, 1880s 1881, Manila to Madrid

From the autumn of 1881 onwards, the postal authorities increasingly resorted to local overprinting in order to
alleviate shortages of specific denominations.

By the end of 1881, for instance, the 12%% Centavos de Peso value of the third series of King Alfonso XII stamps
had not yet been issued, while the corresponding denominations of the second series were nearing exhaustion.

For the surcharges introduced thereafter in various denominations, a circular overprint design was adopted.

Envelope sent in Manila on 31 December 1881 to Madrid. It was carried to Europe by the Spanish steamer
Magallanes.

The cover was franked with a stamp at 1 Real de Plata Fuerte, issued in November 1881. It was overprinted in
black “HABILITADO / P2 CORREQS / DE UN REAL”. The revaluation of the former revenue stamp at a nominal
value of 10 Cuartos de Plata Fuerte was authorized on 27 October 1881. Only two covers are recorded with
this stamp.

Proper postage of 1 Real de Plata Fuerte (12%# Centavos de Peso) for a cover weighing less than 4 Adarmes,
applicable until 18 November 1884. Provenance: Antonio Cuesta
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In the years that followed, thousands of stamps continued to be overprinted to alleviate the ongoing shortage
of suitable denominations. Particularly in 1883, a wide range of postage, revenue as well as telegraph stamps
were overprinted, many of them receiving new values for use on postal items.



