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Beginning in the 1880s, the Philippine Islands were plagued by a shortage of stamps, caused by delayed 
shipments from Spain and a significant increase in demand for both postal and telegraph prepayment services. 
The shortage was remedied by surcharging existing stamp stocks with the denominations most needed for 
these purposes. 

The issue of these stamps occurred in parallel with the use of the second and third series of King Alfonso XII 
stamps during the 1880s. 

* * * 

Among the first overprinted issues were revenue stamps of 10 Cuartos and 2 Reales de Plata Fuerte. In early 
1881 these stamps were overprinted with an oval inscription “HABILITADO / PARA / CORREOS” and new 
denominations of 24/8 and 8 Centavos de Peso. Thus, these were converted into postage stamps. The overprint 
can be translated as “authorized for postal services”. 

* * * 

Postage within the Philippines was 24/8 Centavos de Peso and to Spain 124/8 Centavos de Peso for a cover 
weighing less than 4 Adarmes, applicable until 18 November 1884. On that day, the weight unit for those 
covers was changed to 15 grams. 

The single weight postage rate for UPU covers was limited to 8 Centavos de Peso per 15 grams. 

 

 

 
Envelope sent from Manila early August 1881 and addressed to Stockbridge in the United States. It was carried 
to Hong Kong aboard the British steamer Esmeralda, departing Manila on 12 August and arriving three days 
later, where a receiving backstamp was applied. On 17 August, the cover was forwarded by the British steamer 
Gaelic to San Francisco, where it received an additional backstamp, before continuing its journey across the 
country to the East Coast, ultimately reaching Stockbridge on 19 September. 

The cover was franked with three 8 Centavos de Peso stamps, paying triple UPU rate and indicating a weight of 
up to 45 grams. Only three covers are recorded with this stamp.  Provenance: Antonio Cuesta 


