King Alfonso XIl, 1870s — 1880s Mail to Spain / Mail to UPU 1885, Manila (Receipt)

The growing volume of international mail traffic, particularly to UPU members and the need for accurate
accounting made administrative measures such as receipts and detailed documentation necessary.

Mail receipt from 1885 for the Spanish steamer Espafia, documenting the transport of five mailbags and
several loose letters from Manila to Singapore, en route to Europe via French Messageries Maritimes (M.M.)
steamers as well as Spain. The document was signed in Manila on 30 September 1885.

On the reverse, receipt of the five bags and loose letters is acknowledged on 6 October. The onward dispatch
of two of the bags toward France is recorded on 8 October, transferred to the M.M. steamer Anadyr.
A Singapore postal cancel dated 9 October is also struck on the reverse.



