King Alfonso XII, 1870s — 1880s Mail to UPU

Postcard sent from
Manila to Hamburg,
German Empire. It was
cancelled in Manila by a
small  circular  date
stamp on 13 January
1884. It is a relatively
late usage of this card.

The postcard was
carried by the French
steamer Ava  from
Southeast Asia to
Naples, Italy. Further
transport was overland
through Europe. The
card arrived in Hamburg
on 16 February.

These cards were used
parallel to the postcards
of the third series of
King Alfonso Xl issued
from 1881 onwards.

1884, Manila to Hamburg, German Empire

1887, Manila to Rendsburg, German Empire
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Postcard sent from Manila to Rendsburg, German Empire. The card was tied by a “CORREOS / MANILA” cancel
on 2 April 1887. It was carried by French steamer Saigon to Saigon, Indochina. From there it was carried by the
French steamer Melbourne where it was marked by a red Paquebot cancel on 9 April. The card shows the major
repetitive plate flaw, broken “U” of “ULTRAMAR”. Only 3 used cards with this plate flaw recorded.

From 28 August 1879, the postcard rate to other member countries of the UPU was fixed at 3 Centavos de Peso
and remained unchanged throughout the Spanish period.




