1883, lloilo to Manchester, United Kingdom
King Alfonso Xll, 1870s — 1880s Mail to UPU 1889, lloilo to Manchester, United Kingdom

The envelope was most likely posted in lloilo. The stamp was first cancelled in Manila on 15 January 1883, with
a backstamp also on the reverse. The month indicator is inverted in the postmarks.

The cover was carried by the Spanish steamer Isla de Panay to Singapore, where it was transferred to another
vessel for onward transmission. Two slits were added for disinfection as a preventative for a smallpox outbreak.

Earliest known usage of the 10 Centavos de Peso stamp of the third series of King Alfonso XlI, issued end of 1882.

Cover sent from lloilo on 20 July 1889 to Manchester. The 10 Centavos de Peso stamp was cancelled in lloilo by
a Parilla cancel and the cover got a black “CORREQS / ILOILO” date stamp on the front. The cover was transported
on the southeastern inter-island ship line to Manila. Where it got a blue “CORREOS / MANILA” transit mark where
it was forwarded towards Europe. Provenance: Antonio Cuesta

Numerous covers from outlying provinces addressed to UPU members were franked with 10 Centavos de Peso.
This likely reflects either the sender’s assumption that inland conveyance within the Philippines required
additional payment, the application of outdated UPU rates or the unavailability of suitable denominations.
Consequently, both covers are overfranked by 2 Centavos de Peso.



