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Envelope sent in Manila on 18 September 1878 to Sennwald, Switzerland. Manila date stamps were applied. The 
cover was carried by Spanish steamer Mariveles to Singapore and then sent according to the red French entry 
cachet “PAQ. ANG. V. BRIND / A. MOD[ane]” via Brindisi by British vessels. The backside bears a Swiss railway 
cancel dating 1 November 1878 as well as a receiving mark of the Swiss town Salez a day later.  

It was franked with a 10 Centavos de Peso stamp from the first series of King Alfonso XII, issued 1877. The franking 
is paying for single weight postage to a UPU member.  Provenance: Antonio Cuesta 

 

 
Cover sent from Manila to Sennwald, Switzerland. Carried via Singapore and onward by the French steamer 
Djemnah, as indicated by a Paquebot marking. Under a recent postal treaty, the mail was landed at Naples rather 
than Marseille. It received a red French entry cachet “INDO-CHINE / PAQ. FR. MODANE” on 23 August 1879.The 
cover is franked with a 100 Milesimas de Peso stamp of the 1878 series of Alfonso XII of Spain, which remained 
uncancelled. Three covers with this stamp are known.  

After the amendment of UPU rules in April 1879, the rate to UPU member was lowered to 8 Centavos de Peso. 
However, suitable stamps were not sold on the Philippines until 28 August 1879. Provenance: Antonio Cuesta 


