King Alfonso XIl, 1880s Interior Mail 1889, Tuguegarao to Manila

The postage rate for postcards within the Philippines was first established by decree on 10 November 1884. It
was fixed at 2 Centavos de Peso and remained in force without modification until 31 December 1897.

Given that this rate was only marginally lower than that for ordinary correspondence and during the 1890s at
times equivalent, the demand for inland postcards was limited.

Postal stationery postcards bearing the face value of 2 Centavos de Peso, consistent with the prescribed
domestic rate, were not issued until mid-1889.

Postcard sent from Tuguegarao, Cagayan to Manila. It was sent on 10 March 1889. The card was carried by the
steamship Mindanao on its return journey during an off-schedule trip on the Northern Luzon line. Since the
card was most likely posted at the port, it was not cancelled until it arrived in Manila on 21 March 1889. It is
noteworthy that on that day, the “2” in the date of the postmark was placed upside down.

The content of the postcard is also quite interesting: the sender asks the addressee to send him a few bottles of
the delicious beer again on the next steamer.

The postage rate for domestic postcards was 2 Centavos de Peso. However, since postcards with a 2 Centavos
denomination were not issued until mid-1889, the sender had to use this 3 Centavos postcard instead.
Domestic used postcards are scarce.



