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Registered cover sent from Manila to Quingua (province of Bulacan) on 10 December 1881. The cover is 
franked with eleven 21/2 Centavos de Peso stamps of the third series of King Alfonso XII, issued from 1880 
onwards. It is the highest recorded number of this stamp on a cover. The stamps are tied by the framed 
registration marking “CERTIF,” while a circular Manila datestamp is also struck on the cover. 

Upon receipt, the cover was signed at the upper right by the addressee, “Recibí Anacleto Constantino” and 
returned to the sender’s post office. There, it was exchanged for the official registration receipt. Because of this 
practice, surviving domestic registered covers are exceptionally rare, as such covers were routinely destroyed 
by postal authorities. 

The franking represents the proper rate for a registered domestic letter weighing less than 4 Adarmes.  

 Provenance: Nestor Jacob and Fritz-Walter Lange 

 


