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After Alfonso XII of Spain was proclaimed king on 29 December 1874, this political change was quickly reflected 
in the postage stamps of Spain and its overseas territories, including the Philippines. 

From 1875 onwards, a new series of stamps bearing the monarch’s portrait was issued. The first series 
comprised seven denominations. These values were expressed in whole centavos. However, the traditional 
fractional system - based on eighths - was not shown in the printed denominations. For example, a stamp 
labeled 2 Centavos corresponded to a value of 24/8 Centavos de Peso. 

Beginning in 1878, a second series was introduced. In this issue, the denominations were expressed in 
Milesimas de Peso (thousandths of a Peso), allowing for a more precise representation of denomination. Both 
the first and second series were designed by José García Moreno.  

From 1880 onwards, a third series was issued, featuring a revised design with a portrait of King Alfonso XII. 
These stamps were engraved by Eugenio Juliá Jover, whose name is visible at the base of the bust. Like the 
earlier issues, they were typographically printed by the Fábrica Nacional de Moneda y Timbre in Madrid in 
sheets of 100. Notably, the same printing plates were also used for contemporary stamp issues in other 
Spanish colonies, with some plates undergoing retouching during their period of use. 

* * * 

The 1870s were a period of significant transition in terms of postal history. With Spain and its colonies joining 
the Universal Postal Union, a standardized international postal network was established. This made it possible 
for mail franked with Philippine stamps to be sent abroad. 

The section covering the stamps of King Alfonso XII can therefore be divided into three categories: interior mail, 
mail to Spain and mail to UPU countries. 

* * * 

However, the 1880s were particularly marked by a chronic shortage of stamps, which led to the production of 
numerous overprinted issues, which are shown in the following section. Chronologically, these overprinted 
stamps were, in most cases, used alongside the issues of the third series featuring King Alfonso XII.  

 

* * * 

 

The inland rate within the Philippines, set on 18 February 1871, was 24/8 Centavos de Peso for every 4 Adarmes, 
while the rate for mail to Spain or its other colonies amounted to 124/8 Centavos de Peso for the same weight. 

A change of these rates occurred during the 1880s in the system of weight calculation. By Royal Decree of 10 
November 1884, the traditional Spanish units were replaced by a standard weight of 15 grams to align with the 
regulations of the UPU. Despite this, both postal rates continued until 21 April 1891. 

The fee for registered mail within the Philippines as well to Spain was 25 Centavos de Peso, equivalent to 2 
Reales de Plata Fuerte. 

 


