
 
First Spanish Republic, 1870s  1878, Manila to Alton, United States 

 

The Philippines became member of the General Postal Union as a Spanish colony on 1 July 1877. The 
organization adopted its current name, Universal Postal Union (UPU), in 1878. 

The Union’s regulations set upper and lower limits for the calculation of foreign postage. Article III of the Treaty 
of Berne stated that a foreign letter should not cost more than 25 (French) Centimes - the equivalent of 
5 Centavos de Peso.  

Nevertheless, as a measure of conversion, the option was reserved to each country, in order to suit its 
monetary or other requirements, of levying a rate higher or lower than this charge, provided that it does not 
exceed 32 (French) Centimes.  

Also, for all conveyance of more than 300 nautical miles, it was optional to add a charge which shall not exceed 
the half of the Union rate fixed for a paid letter. Since almost all destinations in the Philippines were outside 
these 300 miles, the Philippine administration took advantage of this. This results in a maximum postage 
according UPU regulations of around 48 (French) Centimos – about the equivalent of 10 Centavos de Peso. 

Therefore, when joining the UPU, the postage to other UPU member nations was set at 10 Centavos de Peso 
for every 15 grams or fraction thereof.  

Until 1 April 1879 the Treaty of Berne was in Force. The revision of UPU regulations lowered the rate to other 
UPU members to 8 Centavos de Peso per 15 grams. In the Philippines, however, this reduction only came into 
effect on 28 August 1879, with the issue of suitable stamps. 

 

 

 
Envelope sent from Manila on January 1878 to Alton, United States. It was routed eastbound. The cover was 
first transported to Hong Kong. It was then carried by the British steamer Oceanic on a 24-day voyage to San 
Francisco, United States. There, the cover was marked with a red receiving postmark on the back on 
26 February stating that the cover was “PAID ALL”. 

A pair of the 25 Céntimos de Peseta stamps (equivalent to 10 Centavos de Peso), tied by Manila date cancel, 
paying for single weight postage to a UPU member.  

Five covers with this stamp are known, of which two are shown in this collection. 

 

 


