
  
Stampless mail to the United States, 1850s  1855, Manila to San Francisco, United States 

 

There were two routes for ships carrying mail to the United States during the pre-stamp period. A west-bound 
route, via the Atlantic, to American east coast ports and the Pacific route to San Francisco. 

 

 
Dated letter sent in Manila on 5 May 1855 to San Francisco, United States. It was sent via Hong Kong, China. On 
16 June, it was dispatched by the privately-owned whaler Lizzie Jarvis under the flag of New Granada to San 
Francisco.  

Upon arrival in San Francisco on 10 August a date stamp and a clamshell “Ship / 6” debit mark were applied. 

The covers was charged 6 Cents based on the U.S. Act of 2 March 1799, for ship's letters, as they were picked up 
by the recipient at the first port of arrival (regardless of weight).  Provenance: Allen Lovey and Van Koppersmith 


