Stampless mail to the United States, 1850s 1854, Manila to Boston, United States

Unpaid letter sent from Manila on 18 February 1854 to Boston, United States of America. The letter was most
likely conveyed outside the regular mails on a voyage of the Spanish steamer Jorge Juan. Upon arrival, it was
forwarded to the Hong Kong Post Office, where it was cancelled on 10 March.

On the following day the letter was carried by P&0O Norna to Galle, Ceylon arriving 27 March, transferred to the
P&O Oriental to Suez where it was carried overland to Alexandria. P&O Valetta carried it via Malta to Marseille.
Afterwards the letter was carried via French overland mail.

The letter was marked in London, United Kingdom on 27 April by a red transit mark. From London forwarded to
Liverpool where it was sent to Boston with the Cunard liner Canada. In Boston the cover was received on
13 May and marked by receiving cancel as well as “140” Cents numeral mark.

The letter, weighting between % and % Ounces and was marked in United Kingdom “5/5” debit to the United
States, which was equivalent to 130 Cents. This rate included the British transit from Hong Kong, 2 Shilling 10
Pence, French overland transit, 1 Shilling 3 Pence, and Transatlantic transit 1 Shilling 4 Pence.

The rate for the United States inland transport was 10 Cents, therefore a total of 140 Cents was to be paid by
the addressee.



