
  
Stampless mail to Europe via Trieste, 1850s   1853, Manila to Hamburg, Free and Hanseatic City 

In addition to the routes via London or Marseille (each shown previously), it was possible to send mail from 
Southeast Asia to Europe via Trieste from 1848. This route was mainly used for destinations in Northern and 
Central Europe. This route was comparatively faster but was also subject to higher postal charges.  

Mail routed “via Trieste” was put in a closed bag in Hong Kong or Singapore and carried by the British P&O 
system to Alexandria. Because of that procedure it was necessary to pre-pay the British packet rate.  

 

 
Letter, dated 2 May 1853, sent to Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. The letter was handed over to the 
Spanish post office in Manila and was marked on the front with the small Baeza circular date stamp. The sender 
made use of the option at the post office to pay for carriage to Hong Kong. On the reverse, the payment of 
“2 ½” Reales de Plata Fuerte was marked in manuscript. Payment for transport to Hong Kong or Singapore at 
the Manila post office is known to have taken place between 1847 and 1853. Such items are very scarce, 
especially for destinations outside the British Empire. On this leg it was carried by Spanish steamer Jorge Juan. 

At the post office in Hong Kong the marking on reverse was crossed out to avoid confusion with any British 
markings. A red “PAID / AT / HONG-KONG” stamp was applied on the front and a date stamp was applied at the 
reverse. It was carried on the P&O Pottinger to Galle, then on the P&O Pekin to Suez and continued overland to 
Alexandria. In Alexandria it was handed over to the Austrian Post Office and carried by a steamer of the 
Österreichischer Lloyd line to Trieste, Austrian Empire. There it arrived by 28 June. 

The letter was later handed over to the Prussian train of the Wilhelmsbahn heading to Breslau, Prussia on 
Austrian territory. It was then stamped on front with a mark indicating its routing “Aus Oesterreich.” (From 
Austria) and on back with a railway postmark “K.PR.POST=SPED.BUREAU / DER WILHELMS=BAHN. / 29 6”. From 
Breslau, the letter was transported by rail to Berlin on the same day. One day later, on 30 June 1853, it was 
forwarded to Hamburg to the Prussian post office in the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. 

The cover was prepaid in Hong Kong with 1 Shilling, as marked in red “1/“, for transport of a cover less than 
½ ounce till Alexandria. This postage rate was in effect between 1 June 1843 and 30 April 1854. 

The fee for the transport to Trieste was 3¼ Silbergroschen. For further transport within the German-Austrian 
Postal Union to Hamburg, another 3 Silbergroschen were due. The rate for the Postal Union had been in effect 
since its foundation on 1 July 1850. For the conveyance from Alexandria to Hamburg it was therefore charged 
with “6¼” Silbergroschen. In Hamburg, the letter was marked again in blue with “8½”, the conversion of the fee 
to Schilling Hamburger Current. 

Covers from the Philippines via Trieste are scarce, this is the earliest known Philippine cover via Trieste. 


