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Datelined cover sent in Manila on 24 October 1835 to London, United Kingdom. Carried by the privately-owned 
British sailing ship Bencoolen on the route via the Cape of Good Hope around Africa.  

The cover reached the United Kingdom at the port of Cove, now known as Cobh. The port is located on the 
south coast of what is now Ireland. Upon arrival, on 14 March 1836, it was marked with a “COVE / SHIP 
LETTER” handstamp as well as a Cove date stamp.  

The cover was then transported to Dublin where it received a red diamond shaped cancel on 15 March. 
Because it has a Dublin cancel, it would have travelled by ship from Dublin to Holyhead on the British island. In 
London it was cancelled on 17 March at the back  

 

First a rate marking 4 Shilling and 11 Pence was noted on the cover but crossed out. A “4/7” notation was 
applied, indicating that a postage of 4 Shilling and 7 Pence was due. This rate breaks down into a part for 
transportation to the first port within the United Kingdom and subsequent transportation within the Kingdom. 

The land journey was from Cove to Dublin plus from Holyhead to London, a total of more than 400 miles. 
Therefore, a postal rate of 1 Shilling and 2 Pence per weight unit was due. Additionally, there was a postal cost 
of 3 Pence per weight unit for letters travelling on the crossing between Dublin and Holyland. Thus, the postage 
rate from Cove to London for this letter was 1 Shilling and 5 Pence per weight unit.  

Based on the assumption that this letter is a triple cover, namely a cover weighing no more than one Ounce, 
the rate was 4 Shilling and 3 Pence. Theses British island rates were applicable between 1812 and 1839. 

For the transportation to the first port originally, a ship letter rate of 8 Pence was assumed and therefore a rate 
of "4/11" was quoted. But instead, the more favorable India letter concessional rate of only 4 Pence was used, 
resulting in a total postage of 4 Shilling and 7 Pence. 

The reason for the confusion could be that the India letter concessional rate was introduced in British 
legislation in 1819, but did not apply to Ireland. Years later, the legislation was changed to extend it to Ireland. 
Therefore, it is feasible that this cover was subject to the India letter concessional rate, but that this could not 
have been marked due to the lack of corresponding postmarks in Cove (and other Irish ports) at the time.   

It is a scarce routing, as there are only 6 known covers from the Philippines via ports on the island of Ireland. 


