
  
Stampless mail to Spain, 1840s – 1850s   Unpaid via Suez 1849, Samar to Cadiz, Spain 

 

Letters to Spain sent via the P&O Packet Service were generally fully prepaid for the entire route to their 
destination and transported in a so-called “closed bag” directly to Gibraltar.  

Via Singapore, however, this option did not exist, despite the fact that P&O liners traveling westbound from 
Hong Kong also called there. In Singapore, no separate mail bag for Gibraltar was prepared, so mail was 
forwarded either loose or together with a mail bag destined for Alexandria. 

As such letters were exposed to external influences in Alexandria, Egypt, they were disinfected at the Lazaretto 
in Malta with gas, a common practice of the period for the prevention of disease. 

 

 
The letter, dated Samar, 24 January 1849, was sent to Cadiz, Spain. It was carried by the Spanish bark 
Tres Sobrino to Singapore, arriving on 4 February. From there, it traveled by P&O steamships, first on the Pekin 
to Galle, then on the Oriental to Suez. After overland transit, the letter reached the British post office in 
Alexandria, where it was stamped on 9 March. 

Carried onward by the Ripon, the letter arrived in Malta, where it was disinfected and marked on the reverse 
“PURIFIÉ AU LAZARET / MALTA.”  

It was then forwarded to Gibraltar, where the agent H. L. Glynn dispatched it with other mail in a separate 
wrapper to the addressee in Cadiz. 

The cover, weighing up to 2 Ounces, was prepaid in Singapore for its conveyance to Alexandria with a total of 
4 Shillings, as indicated by the red manuscript marking “4/”. For its onward transmission through the 
Mediterranean to Gibraltar, a rate of 10 Pence per half Ounce was applied. This corresponded to a total charge 
of 3 Shillings and 4 Pence for an item of up to 2 Ounces in weight, as indicated by the black “3/4”. 


