
1849, Manila to Cadiz, Spain  
Stampless mail to Spain, 1840s – 1850s   Prepaid via Suez 1852, Manila to Cadiz, Spain 

  
Letter sent from Manila to Cadiz. A small Baeza cancel was applied on 17 May 1849. It traveled to Hong Kong 
on the Spanish ship Churruca, arriving 21 May, then via P&O Malta to Galle, P&O Bentinck to Suez and 
P&O Ripon to Gibraltar. Transit cancels from Algeciras on 23 July and from Cadiz on 28 July were applied. 

Numeral on front indicating that 6 Reales de Plata Fuerte were paid by the sender for the 1st weight 
progression up to a quarter ounce.  

 

 
Letter posted at Manila post office 14 August 1852, endorsed to go by the overland route across Egypt to Cadiz. 
It was sent to Hong Kong on the Spanish brig El Tiempo, arriving 26 August, then via P&O Ganges to Galle, 
P&O Oriental to Suez and P&O Ripon to Gibraltar. On reverse receiving cancels from Algeciras three month 
after posting and Cadiz dated 16 November. 

In addition to the “FRANCO” mark, diagonal manuscript lines indicate prepayment. Written numeral on back 
showing 9 Reales de Plata Fuerte were paid for the 2nd weight progression up to half an ounce.  


