Stampless mail to Spain, 1840s — 1850s Prepaid via Suez 1853, Manila (Receipt)

Due to the growing needs of the postal service, a far-reaching reform of the archipelago's postal administration
took place in 1837 and 1838.

As a result of these reforms and progress in general, new routes for postal delivery were also made available.
Previously, mail had been sent westward around Africa. In the mid-1840s, it also became possible to send
prepaid letters via Suez to Spain. These covers were carried by British P&O packet service.

For this purpose, a royal decree dated 14 November 1845 standardized the postage for Spanish
correspondence sent via the Isthmus of Suez. The rate became valid as soon as it was received by the General
Post Office in Manila.

For a letter weighing up to a quarter of an ounce, 6 Reales de Plata Fuerte were charged. For each additional
guarter ounce, 3 Reales de Plata Fuerte were added. To indicate that the postage had been paid in advance,
the covers were marked with a “FRANCO” handstamp and the fee paid was noted by hand on the cover. In
some cases, the covers were also marked with crossed lines on the front. The sender received a receipt for the
fee paid (see below).

These rates stayed in place until the royal decree of 18 December 1854, introduced postage stamps for mail
between the peninsula and the overseas provinces, which went into effect in the Philippines on 1 July 1855.
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This receipt was issued by the general administration of the post office in Manila on 13 August 1853.

The inscription is as follows: The bearer has paid at this office the amount indicated in the margin for a letter
that has been franked via the ... . The route “Istmo”, meaning the Suez Canal, was handwritten.

It therefore documents the payment of postage of 18 Reales de Plata Fuerte for a cover weighing up to one
ounce that was to be transported via the overland route via Suez. Only six receipts are known.



