
1838, Manila to Madrid, Spain  
Stampless mail to Spain, 1830s – 1850s  1852, Manila to Cadiz, Spain 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Postal History of the Spanish Philippines 
  

This exhibit offers a journey through the development and use of domestic and international mail services in 
the Philippines during the Spanish colonial period. It explores stampless mail, stamped covers, official 
correspondence, postal cards as well as military mail. 

The first postage stamps of the Philippines were introduced in 1854, featuring a design with Queen Isabella II 
that closely resembled contemporary Spanish issues. From that point onward, mail within the Philippines and 
between the Philippines and Spain could be prepaid using stamps. Later stamp issues reflected the political and 
monetary changes within the Spanish Kingdom, which continued to exert a strong influence over the 
Philippines during this period. 

In 1877, the Philippines became a member of the Universal Postal Union. This milestone led to the 
standardization of international postal rates and significantly increased the volume of mail exchanged with 
other countries. As a result, bilateral treaties on the exchange of mail or the diversion of mail franked with 
British Asian stamps via British colonies were no longer necessary. 

Spanish colonial rule in the Philippines came to an end in 1898. Even before this transition, Spanish authority 
had already been increasingly challenged by the Philippine Revolution, which ultimately led to the 
establishment of the short-lived First Philippine Republic under President Emilio Aguinaldo. 


