PHILIPPINES

After the United States declared war on Spain on 21 April 1898, an expeditionary force was assembled
preparatory to the occupation of the Philippines. The destruction of the Spanish fleet in the Battle of Manila Bay
on 1 May by the Americans under Commodore Dewey sealed the fate of the defenders, and an armistice was
signed on 12 August. However, some of the Filipinos wanted independence, not merely the substitution of
American rule for Spanish, and an insurrection led by Emilio Aguinaldo required the presence of a substantial
American military force until it was finally put down on 16 April 1902,
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A fleet of four troopships sailed from San Francisco on 15 June and arrived in Cavite Bay on 16 July 1898. The
postal agent and two clerks remained on board the steamer China, where they operated a "transport post office,"
gathering outgoing mail for despatch to the U.S. At least two such mail shipments went out via Hong Kong.



