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Postal Service in the Philippines in July 1898
by Weston D. Burnett CAPT, JAGC, USN

2015 Powhatan Street, Falls Church, VA 22043

Introduction

As specialists know, July 1898 was an important transition month for
U.S. postal service from the Philippines. Although U.S. expeditionary
troops began arriving on June 30, the U.S. post office ashore at Cavite
did not open until July 30.1 Between those bookend dates, soldier's
and sailor's mail was dispatched to U.S. destinations via improvised
routings and frankings. Such letters are scarce. This article catalogues
45 known covers from July 1898, including seven covers and a
separate letter that predate the arrival of F.W. Vaille, the first Postal
Agent in the Philippines.' Although F.W. Vaille's official report
refers to only three mail shipments from Manila Bay during July, there
is more to the story. A careful review of ship logs and contemporary
newspapers proves that another five shipments of mail left Manila
Bay in July, three before Vaille's arrival on July 16, and two after
wards that are not recorded by him. This busy and turbulent month for
U.S. officials in the Philippines did not stop the postal service from
improving the temporary measures to keep the U.S. Mail flowing to
the home front.

The Victory at Manila Bay

On April 25, 1898, the United States declared war on Spain backdat
ing it to April 21, 1898.3 On April 27, then-Commodore Dewey stood
the Asiatic Squadron out to sea from Mirs Bay, China and headed for
the Philippines' His ships included four cruisers: the 5,586-ton USS
OLYMPIA, the 3,189~ton USS BOSTON, the 4,413-ton USS BAL
TIMORE, and 3,183-ton USS RALEIGH; two gunboats, the 1,710
ton USS CONCORD and 892-ton USS PETREL; the cutter 1,432-ton
USS McCULLOCH; and two store ships, the 5,059-ton USS
NANSHAN and the 1,062-ton USS ZAFIRO.'
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The Asiatic Squadron with the USS OLYMPIA in the lead entered
Manila Bay the evening of April 30. The battle began at 5:40 AM and
was over in seven hours with all the Spanish warships damaged or
destroyed and 381 Spanish sailors dead" No American warship was
seriously damaged and only eight Americans were wounded.

The shallow-water PETREL, meanwhile, had steamed to the Navy
Yard at Cavite capturing several launches and two tugs in theprocess. '
Two days later, the Americans took possession of the Cavite Naval
Station. On May 5th, Admiral Dewey dispatched the USS
McCULLOCH, 8 because of her speed, to the closest cable facility,
Hong Kong, arriving on May 7, 1898 with the news of the American
victory! Meanwhile, the USS McCULLOCH reported in her log on
May 7, 1898 in Hong Kong that she "sent ashore for ships>' and fleets
mail and received same."'o She got underway on May 8th for Manila
and anchored two days later off Cavite near the USS OLYMPIA and
"sent mail for fleet and stores to the flagship."11 Five days later on May
13, 1898, at the direction of Commodore Dewey, she got underway
again for China where she picked up 11 Filipino insurgents, including
Emilio Aguinaldo. 12 She then returned with them to Manila Bay
anchoring on May 19, 1898. 13

In the United States

Army troops were required for the attack on the Spanish garrison in
Manila and other large Spanish-held cities and to establish U.S.
control of the Philippines. As a consequence, soon after word reached
the War Department in Washington, D.C. in early May, the United
States began to assemble troops at Camps Merritt and Merriam in San
Francisco to send to the Philippines." On May 24,1898, Postal Order
201 15 established:

In view of the presence of United States forces in
and near the Philippine Islands-

It is hereby ordered: That articles ofmail matter for or from persons
connected with said United States forces shall be subject to the
postage rates and conditions applicable to similar articles in the \
domestic mail of the United States.

The articles shall be sent to the commandants of the forces by every
opportunity offered by the sailing of United States vessels for said
forces. The sailing diltes of the vessels cannot be announced in
advance, and the articles should therefor be forwarded promptly to
San Francisco in order that they may be dispatched thence to
destination at first opportunity.
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The Philippine military postal stations were expected to function as
branch offices of the nearest U.S. post office, in this case San
Francisco. lo

The same day as the Postal Order, May 24th, the first troops sailed
from Golden Gate in three transports with the First California Volun
teers, Second Oregon Volunteers, and six companies of the Four
teenth Infantry, a total of 2,499 men under the command of General
AndersonY The Army-chartered transports included the CITY OF
PEKIN, AUSTRALIA and CITY OF SYDNEY.ls Of note, the
earliest troop mail from the Philippines bear California and Oregon
unit endorsements and are addressed and stamped received in those
states, a direct reflection of the fact that the first units to arrive in the
Philippines came from California and Oregon. Meantime, troops
continued to gather at Camps Merritt and Merriam in San Francisco.

On June 6, 1898, F.W. Vaille, Assistant Superintendent, Railway
Mail Service was appointed as Postal Agent for the Philippines." Two
clerks from the San Francisco Post Office, Mr. George Conway and
Mr. E. M. Kelly, were detailed to the money-order registry and stamE
divisions of the U.S. Military Station No. 1 in the Philippines.
General Merritt was directed on June 9 by the Assistant Secretary of
War to transport Postal Agent Vaille and his clerks to Manila and "to
extend such aid and facilities in prosecution of their work as you
consistently can."21 Postal Agent Vaille left San Francisco on the
transport CHINA at 1:15 PM on June 15, 1898 along with the
transports COLON, ZEALANDIA and SENATOR in the second
expedition.'2 The troops embarked included the Tenth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, the First Colorado Volunteers, the First Nebraska Volun
teers, one battalion Eighteenth U.S. Infantry, one battalion Twenty
Third U.S. Infantry, &atteries A and B Utah Artillery, and others}'
The total embarked was 3,596.24 They stopped over in Hawaii from
June 23 to June 25. Many of the covers from late July, as discussed
later, came from members of the Pennsylvania and Colorado units.

On June 21, 1898, the Secretary of War designated the forces
comprising the Philippine expeditionary under command of General
Merritt as the Eighth Army Corps.25 The third expedition left June 27,
which included MORGAN CITY, OHIO, INDIANA, VALENCIA
and CITY OF PARA.26 General Merritt followed on the NEWPORT
two days laterY This expedition included 4,847 troops principally
from the Eighteenth and Twenty-Third Infantry, Third U.S. Artillery,
Thirteenth Regiment Minnesota Infantry, First Regiment Idaho In
fantry, First Regiment North Dakota Infantry, First Regiment Wyo-
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ming Infantry and assorted other units."" They stopped in Hawaii
between July 5 and 7 as NEWPORT overtook them headed for the
Philippines.29

The Arrival of the Troop Ships and the July 1 Mail

The first expedition of troop ships, CITY OF PEKIN, AUSTRALIA,
and CITY OF SYDNEY, arrived at 4:15 PM on June 30, 1898, off
Cavite, 37 days after they left San Francisco. They lost considerable
time searching for, and eventually rendezvousing with, the USS
BALTIMORE, which escorted them into Manila Bay.30 On July 1,
1898, the troops landed at Cavite Naval Station." That same day the
USS OLYMPIA "signaled an opportunity for sending mail to Hong
Kong at 4 PM today."32 A war correspondent embarKed on USS
BALTIMORE then quickly dashed off a letter (Exhibit 1) dated July
1, 1898 to the National Military House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
reporting on the Battle of Manila Bay adding "I have no time to write
any more because themail boat leaves in an hour so please excuse this
short letter."

Exhibit 1:
Reduced photocopy of War Correspondent's leller dated Julyl,1898

describing damage to the USS BALTIMORE and the Battle of Manila Bay.
( Weston Burnell Collection)

4 Philippine Philatelic Journal



At 4:10 PM, USS ZAFJRO got underway for Hong Kong with
"Captain Lamberton [Commanding Officer USS OLYMPIAj, Pay
Inspector Smith and Ensign Butler, going on duty."" They carried
money to arrange for sending the mail to the United States. They
arrived in Hong Kong on July 4 for a one-day stay before returning to
Manila. On July 5, the U.S. mails left Hong Kong on the steamship
DORIC for San Francisco via Yokohama andHonolulu.J4 The DORIC
arrived in San Francisco after 11 PM on August 1 and anchored
"outside the quarantine line" waiting to off load her mails and
passengers on the morning of August 2. 3S

The USS ZAFIRO was a Scottish built collier purchased for the Navy
by Commodore Dewey at Hong Kong on April 9, 1898,just before his
squadron sailed for the Philippines.36 Though the Secretary of the
Navy's report for 1900 indicates that she was placed in service on
April 10, 1898, her role as a commissioned ship must have been
unique for her complement only showed one Navy man, her com
manding officer. Her status in the Navy is further complicated by the
fact that there were no deck logs extant for her during this period.

There are four covers from this July 1 postal shipment on the USS
ZAFIRO, three of which bear San Francisco addresses, two cents in
U.S. postage due stamps, and the following three markings: " U.S.
CHARGE TO COLLECT 2 CENTS;>37 I" Soldier's Letter, 1st Regt
Cal U.S. Vol. Inf., A.J. Kelleher Cap't and Adju't," and a San
Francisco, CAL circular date cancel of August 2, 1898 (Exhibit 2).
The fourth cover is different.lt bears a U.S. CONSULATE HONG
KONG oval cancel, a ten-cent Hong Kong stamp and a circular July
4, 1898 cancel on the stamp, the day the USS ZAFIRO arrived from
Manila. On the reverse, the cover bears a "San Francisco, CAL PAlD
ALL" circular cancel of August 2, 1898, the same day as the other
three covers were canceled in San Francisco. The enclosed letter is
dated "Cavite, Manila, June 16,1898" and signed "Fred L. Cogswell,
USS PETREL". The USS PETREL did not leave Manila Bay between
16 June and 4 July so this cover was in the July 1 shipment carried by
the USS ZAFIRO to Hong Kong. The mystery is why this cover was
stamped and canceled in Hong Kong while the other three covers
received the California Volunteer postmarks with postage due in
California. The answer probably lies in the fact that one cover
originated with a member of a ship's crew in Manila Bay several
weeks before the July 1 mail shipment (and had no postmarks to use)
while the other three came from the California Volunteers embarked
on one of the ships that had just completed its transit from San
Francisco (complete with postal supplies used to process mail while
in transit).
Philippine Philatelic Journal 5
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Exhibit 2
Reduced photocopy of cover to San Francisco with three postal markings on the front and

a two cents postage due stamp. While the reverse, shown in the inset, has a Kelleher
endorsement and a San Francisco receiving mark of August 2, 1898.

( Weston Burnett Collection) )8

July 10 and July 16 Mail Shipments

On July 7, the USS ZAFIRO came in and anchored next to the flagship
USS OLYMPIA with the returning Captain Lamberton, Pay Inspec
tor Smith and Ensign Butler on board as well as "two bags of mail."
39 After the USS ZAFlRO's return on July 7, another opportunity
presented itself three days later. The USS BALTIMORE'S Logbook
on Jul y 10 noted:
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"0400-0800, Sent a mail for the U.S. to f1agship."40 Then the USS
OLYMPIA's Logbook for the same date read: "HBMS Plover [Brit
ish gunboat] left the harbor at 8:30 carrying maiL"" The HBMS
Plover arrived in Hong Kong on July 12, 1898.42 A few days later, on
July 14, 1898, the USS BALTIMORE'S Logbook again recorded
"Sent a mail to flagship for U.S." and the next day, July IS, 1898, the
German cruiser CORMORAN, left Manila for Hong Kong with the
U.S. mails and arrived in Hong Kong on July 18.43 The mail from both
ofthese shipments was canceled in Hong Kong and then carried by the
British steamer EMPRESS OF JAPAN, which left Hong Kong on
July 20 arriving in British Vancouver on August 10,1898, as reported
in the Seattle Daily Times.44 Three covers are known from this
shipment. All three bear ten-cent Hong Kong stamps with the U.S.
CONSULATE HONG KONG oval cancel. One bears a Hong Kong
cancel of August 18 and the other two Hong Kong cancels are
indecipherable. All three bear an August 10, 1898, Seattle, Washing
ton or Vancouver, B.C. cancel on arrival ( Exhibit 3 ).

The first expedition under General Anderson was located at Cavite
Naval Station, 27 miles from Manila. Anticipating a better position
from which to attack, on July IS, General Anderson transferred a
portion of his forces by water to a point three miles from Manila,
named Camp Dewey, after the victorious Commodore Dewey."
Camp Dewey became the base from which the assault on Manila
would originate. It also became the disembarkation point for the rest
ofthe Eighth Army Corps as it arrived in July, which accounts for the
fact that many covers after July 15 are marked" Camp Dewey."

Postal Agent VailIe's Arrival

The transport CHINA arrived on July 16 around 4:00 PM with Postal
Agent Vaille on board" who immediately "sent to flagship for maiL""
His report reflects that:

"On arrival at Cavite our mission was promptly announced the same
day to the commanding officers of the army and navy, and request
made to have our supplies landed at once, so that we might begin our
work. It was promised that this would be done, but on account of the
fact that the movement of troops and army supplies was considered of
great importance and the quartermaster department had but a limited
number of tugs and lighters, there was a delay of about two weeks in .
doing this. Every available tug and native boat had been taken for use
by the quartermaster department, so that we were entirely dependent
on it.

"Our safe and supplies were finally landed and the first office was

..
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Exhibit 3:
Reduced photocopy of cover to Michigan with enclosed lcLtcr that reads" USS

McCULLOCH, Manila Bay, July 14,98," plus a Hong Kong canccl of July 18,1898, and
on the reverse, Vancouver, B.C. circular date cancel of August 10, 1898. and the inset

nOlation" U not call for, send to the USS McC (ULLOCH). Hong Kong China".
( Weston Burnett Collection) 45
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opened up at Caviteon July 30. During this period of waiting one mail
had been made up on board the steamer for dispatch to the United
States via Hong Kong and two mails for dispatch direct by United
States transports.""

Postal Agent Vaille's First Shipment on July 19

On July 17, 1898, the second expedition troop transports, including
the ZEALANDlA, arrived 32 days after they had departed from San
Francisco. 49 On July 18, the flagship signaled at 10:00 AM "There
will be an opportunity for sending mail at 9 am tomorrow." 50 A few
hours later, the USS McCULLOCH sent her "steam launch to flagship
with mail" 51 The morning of the 19th, the German steamer WUOTAN
left at 9:30 AM with the mail on board for Hong Kong together with
$121.65 to pay for the Hong Kong postage for 1,535 letters, four
packages and four letters.52 The WUOTAN arrived in Hong Kong on
July 21. 53 Five days later, the steamer BELGIC departed carrying the
mail for the U.S., via Yokohama and Honolulu, arriving in San
Francisco 27 days later on August 22, 1898.54

The ten known covers from this shipment all bear a July 23, 25 or 26
Hong Kong cancel and a ten-cent Hong Kong stamp ( Exhibit 4 ).55

There is no indication why they were canceled on three different days
in Hong Kong nor is there any listing of another ship traveling from
Manila after the WUOTAN that could have resulted in the later
cancellations in Hong Kong. Eight of the covers bear August 22,1898
San Francisco circular date cancels, while the other two missed the
San Francisco cancel and were canceled on arrival a few days later in
Colorado and New York, respectively.

The SOLDIER'S LEITER / A.L. Hawkins / COLONEL endorse
ment on Exhibit 4 occurs on seven of the ten July 1898 covers
addressed to Pennsyl~ania. Colonel Hawkins was the Commanding
Officer of the Tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, which was mobilized
on short notice reporting on May 18, 1898 to San Francisco. 56 When
the unit arrived in San Francisco, it included 175 men without
uniforms or equipment and 160 men unarmed.57 The Tenth Pennsyl
vania was in the second expedition, which arrived in the Philippines
on July 17, 1898. Colonel Hawkins continued to command the Tenth
Pennsylvania in the Philippines until at least May 3, 1899, when he
was listed in a report to Washington, D.C. as wounded in the arm. 58

..

Philippine Philatelic Journal 9



Postal Agent Vaille's Second Shipment on July 21

On July 20, 1898, the USS OLYMPIA signaled that there would be
"an opportunity for sending mail by the SYDNEY at 8 tomorrow
morning."'" On July 21, 1898, the CITY OF SYDNEY left Manila
Bay for San Francisco.'" She stopped in Nagasaki enroute and left
there on July 27 arriving in San Francisco on August 14,189861

. ~' , ~':'",,":~

HOllSE Of 'i\[P~ESrNTATlVES
R.~U-U~_or "HAWAII

~ ..'

Exhibit 4:
Cover to Greensburg, Pennsylvania on a "HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES I
REPUBLIC OF HAWAll" envelope with Hong Kong cancel of July 23,1898

and an endorsement of "SOLDIER'S LETTER A.L Hawkins I COLONEL" On
reverse, there are cancels from San Francisco on August 22, 1898 and

Greensburg, PA on August 28, 1898. ( Robert Hoge Collection)
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The five known covers from this shipment all bear the following
markings" U.S. CHARGE TO COLLECT 2 CENTS / SOLDIER'S
LETTER / A. L. Hawkins / COLONEL and SAN FRANCISCO /
CALA / AUG 14 11 AM '98. Of note, one of the four covers is
addressed to Utah, rather than Pennsylvania, suggesting that the
"Colonel Hawkins" endorsement may have been used for the mem
bers of the Utah Artillery Unit that had arrived along with the Tenth
Pennsylvania a few days earlier. For franking, four covers bear two
cents in postage due stamps and one is missing the stamp (Exhibit 5).62
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Exhibit 5
Photocopy of front of the cover and cancels from the back of the cover from

Elmer H. Thomas to Samuel Thomas, New Brighton, PA with a portion of an
enclosed letter on preceding page that reads: "On Board Zealandia, July 20"

1898, In Manila Bay, off Cavite" (Weston Burnett Collection)

Postal Agent Vaille's
Third Shipment on July 23

On July 22, the day after the SYDNEY sailed, the USS OLYMPIA
signaled "at 8:30 send boat for mail." 63 At 12:15 AM, the USS
BALTIMORE signaled to the USS OLYMPIA: "Did Mr. Elliot
inform Japanese man-of-war of mail going to Nagasaki." 64 The
answer came back fifteen minutes later" Yes." 65 On July 23,1898,
the AUSTRALIA sailed at 6:30 AM·66 The AUSTRALIA stopped in
Nagasaki, Japan on July 29, and arrived in San Francisco on August
17,1898,25 days after leaving Manila·' Of note, this mail shipment,
Vaille's third, actually arrived in San Francisco five days earlier than
Vaille's first shipment, which traveled via Hong Kong. There are only
three reported covers from this July 23,1898 shipment (Exhibit 6).68
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Exhibit 6
Reduced photocopy of cover to Eugene, Oregon. On reverse, there are cancels in
the insets from San Francisco on 1- PM, Aug 17, 1898 and Eugene, Oregon on

August 19, 1898. (Robert Hoge Collection)

Postal Agent Vaille's Fourth Shipment on July 26

The next covers clearly did not go on any of the three mail shipments
reported by Postal Agent Vaille as they traveled via Hong Kong, but
long after Postal Agent Vaille had forwarded his only previously
reported mail shipment to Hong Kong on July 19. The mystery is why
Postal Agent Vaille did not report this fourth shipment which was
made before the opening of the Cavite Post Office on July 30. The best
answer may be that Postmaster Vaille did not know about the
shipment. While that explanation is less than satisfactory, other
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explanations appear less palatable such as he forgot about this
shipment (when his records show meticulous attention to detail), or
assembled it ashore (yet he said he moved ashore on July 30 and this
letter is marked as a "Ship's Letter"), or the July 19 shipment was not
one of his three shipments (even though he arrived on July 16 and >
immediately sent to the flagship for mail). Three covers are known
from this shipment, which left Manila on July 26 aboard the HBMS )
PLOVER and arrived in Hong Kong on July 30 (Exhibit 7).69 A ten-
cent Hong Kong stamp was attached to each letter followed by a Hong
Kong cancel ofJuly 30,1898. No ships left Hong Kong for the United
States from July 30 to August 10, at which time, the mail to the U.S.
left Hong Kong on the British steamer EMPRESS OF CHINA, which
arrived in Vancouver, B.c. on August 31, where the covers were each
canceled on the backside. 70 They were also later canceled at their final
destinations in Massachusetts or Colorado on September 4 or 5.

)
Exhibit 7:

PhotoeJoP
1
Yof5eh~~er to Beverly, MasshaehusdeHtts, U.S

K
· of NorthjAmderica. withI f )

"Marula u y 2 t WrIlten 10 upper rIg t an ong ong eIreu ar ate cance 0

July 30. On reverse of the envelope, there is a Minuteman insignia from the
U.S.S. Concord (inset) as well as cancels [rom Vancouver, B.C. on August 31

and Beverly, Mass on September 4,1898. (Nestor Nunez Collection)
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Postal Agent Vaille's Fifth Shipment on July 30

On July 25, 1898, General Merritt arrived on board the transport
NEWl'ORT, after a 26-day transit. 71 The troop ships of the third
expedition arrived six days later after a 34-day transit from San
Francisco including a Hawaiian stopover. General Merritt's troops
now totaled over 10,000.

Of the three original troop transports that had arrived a month earlier
on June 30, only the CITY OF PEKIN remained. On Thursday, July
28,1898, the USS OLYMPIA signaled at 7:15 AM: "Mail will leave
at 4 PM Saturday." 72 This is the same date, Saturday, July 30, that
Postmaster Vaille reported that the first post office ashore opened. In
the early afternoon on Saturday, the USS BALTIMORE'''sent mail to

Exhihit 8
Reduced photocopy of a cover to Montana with half of ten-cent Bureau issue and San
Francisco straight-line cancel of 7 PM, Aug 22, 1898. On the reverse, a Camp Dewey

marking and a Kalispell, Mont. cancel of 8 PM, August 26, 1898. (Weston Burnett
Collection)
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PEKIN for U.S.. CITY OF PEKIN got underway and left the Bay." 73

The CITY OF PEKIN stopped in Nagasaki enroute and arrived in San
Francisco on August 22,1898,24 days after leaving Manila 74 and the
same date that the steamer BELGIC pulled in with the first Vaille mail
shipment that had gone via Hong Kong.

Exhibit 9:
Photocopy of a cover 10 San Francisco on "Pacific Mail Steamship Co." envelope with

the earliest reported PHlUPPINE STATION, SAN FRANCISCO circular date cancel of
July 29, 1898. Inset is from the reverse, shows a receiving cancel from San Francisco on

August 22, '98 at 6- PM. (J Leonard Diamond Collection)

The mail on board the CITY OF PEKIN was canceled using a San
Francisco straight-line cancel of7, 8 or 9 PM, August 22,1898. 75 The
covers on the BELGIC were also canceled that same day but with a
San Francisco circular date cancel and no time entry. Of the fourteen
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Exhibit 10
Reduced photocopy of the front of cover from Licut. Barber, Cavitc, Philippines 10 Or.

Jean Barber, Portland, Oregon with a two~cent Bureau issue and a Philippine Station, San
Francisco circular date cancel of July 30, 1898. On the reverse is a Portland, Oregon

straight-line cancel of 10 AM, August 30, 1898. (Weston Burnett Collection)

known covers that survive from the CITY OF PEKIN shipment, four
are from members of the Astor Battery, which did not arrive in the
Philippines until July 25 (after the AUSTRALIA had sailed) and
disembarked at Camp Dewey on July 26. 76 Nine others are from
members of the California Volunteers and bear the Camp Dewey and
AJ. Kelleher Capt & Adjt endorsement. For franking, Exhibit 8 bears
a bisect ten-cent Bureau issue, as do three others, a fifth one bears a
bisect ten-cent Columbian Exposition stamp, six covers are stamped
"U.S. CHARGE TO COLLECT 2 CENTS" with two cents in postage
due stamps, and three'bear Bureau issues.

The Opening of the Cavite Post Office on July 30
Although Postal Agent Vaille reported that he opened the Cavite Post
Office on July 30, he utilized his new Philippine Station, San Fran
cisco circular date cancel a day earlier as Exhibit 9 illustrates. Exhibit
9 also bears the same San Francisco straight-line cancel of 6 PM,
August 22, 1898 as the covers listed above in the July 30 shipment.
This cover, then, was canceled in time to make it aboard the CITY OF
PEKIN for its departure on July 30 and arrival in San Francisco on
August 22. The covers canceled on July 30 and later did not make it
on board the CITY OF PEKIN as Exhibit 10 illustrates, but rather left
Manila on August 7 on board the next U.S.-bound transport, the
COLON. 77
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Conclusion

A few statistics warrant mention. First, a total of 45 covers (listed in
Table 1 ) plus one letter are recorded in this article for mail from the
Philippines in July 1898. The franking includes sixteen with the ten
eent Hong Kong stamp, fourteen with postage due stamps (and the
"U.S. CHARGE TO COLLECf 2 or 4 CENTS"), four with no
postage stamp, ten with Bureau issues (including four bisects), and
one with a ten-cent Columbian Exposition bisect. Thirteen bore the
Captain Kelleher endorsements, nine bore the Colonel Hawkins
endorsements, and six used "Remember the Maine" envelopes. Sev
enteen were forwarded via and many were canceled in Hong Kong,
thirty-six were canceled in San Francisco and nine in Portland, Seattle
or Vancouver. The largest number of covers came from members of
those units which arrived in Manila Bay with the first expedition on
June 30, specifically, the First California Volunteers (thirteen cov
ers), and Second Oregon Volunteers (four covers), and those units
which arrived with the second expedition on July 17, specifically the
Tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers (ten covers) and First Colorado
Volunteers (six covers).

Transit time varied, with the troop ships taking between 26 and 37
days to transit from San Francisco to Manila with the shortest transit
time for General Merritt on board SS NEWPORT as she rushed to the
Philippines. The return time varied from 32 to 36 days for the
shipments that went via Hong Kong and from 23 to 25 days for
shipments that went via Nagasaki to the West Coast.

Several mysteries are solved by this article. We have seven covers and
one letter that clearly predate Postal Agent Vaille's arrival in Manila
Bay and were sent to Hong Kong on July 1, lO or 16. They were
consolidated into two shipments to the U.S. with one arriving in San
Francisco on August 2 and the other arriving in Vancouver/ Seattle on
August lO. No previous article recorded such early covers, since
Baker's and Dattolico's articles both dealt with covers mailed after
Postal Agent Vail Ie arrived in Manila Bay. Second, Postal Agent
Vaille's Report identified three shipments from Manila, which are
now clearly fixed as leaving Manila Bay on July 19, 21 and 23. In
addition, we have three covers that left Manila Bay in a fourth
shipment on July 26 and were canceled in Hong Kong on July 30 and
Vancouver, B.C. on August 31. The mystery is why this shipment was
not mentioned by Postal Agent Vaille in his report and the best, albeit
weak, answer may lie in suggesting that he did not know about this
shipment. Next, we have a shipment that left Manila on July 30 on
board the CITY OF PEKIN direct for the U.S., the same day that
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Table 1
Early Mail from the Philippines

Figure Shipment Addressee Date of Ship 10 Ship 10 West Coast Port of Postage Endorsement
Number Number Departure Hong Kong West Coast Arrival Date Arrival

2 1 51 San Francisco. Jul1 lafiro Doric Aug 2 San Francisco 2¢ Kelleher
CA Post. Due

1 51 San Francisco. Jul1 lafiro Doric Aug 2 San Francisco 2¢ Kelleher
CA . Post. Due

1 51 San Francisco, -jul1 lafifa Doric Aug 2 San Francisco 2¢ Kelleher
CA Post. Due

1 51 Stockton, Jul1 lafiro Doric Aug 2 San Francisco 10¢ U,S. Consulate
CA HK Hong Kong

2 nd Portland, Jul10 Plover Empress of Aug 19 Seattle, 10 ¢ U.S. Consulate
OR Japan WA HK Hong Kong

2 nd Oregon City, Jul10 Plover Empress of Aug 10 Seattle, 10 ¢ HK U.S. Consulate
OR Japan WA Missing Hong Kong

3 3 rd Howell, Jul16 Cormoran Empress of Aug 10 Vancouver, 10 ¢ U.S. Consulate
MI Japan B.C. HK Hong Kong

41h Greensburg, Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Hawkins
PA HK

41h Colorado Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢
Springs, CO HK

41h Colorado Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢
Springs. CO HK

41h Colorado Jul19 Wuolan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ U.S. Consulate
Springs, CO HK Hong Kong
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Table 1
Early Mail from the Philippines

Figure Shipment Addressee Date of Ship to Ship to West Coast Port of Postage Endorsemenl
Number Number Departure Hong Kong West Coast Arrival Dale Arrival

4th Greensburg, Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Remember the
PA HK Maine Envelope

4 4th Greensburg, Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Hawkins
PA . HK

4th Greensburg, Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Hawkins
PA HK

41h Washington, Jut 19 Wuolan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Remember the
PA HK Maine Envelope

4th Saginaw, Jul19 Wuotan Belgic Aug 22_ San Francisco 10 ¢ Remember the
MI HK Maine Envelope

4th New York, Jul19 Wuolan Belgic Aug 22 San Francisco 10 ¢ Remember the
NY HK Maine Envelope

5 51h New Brighton Jut 21 City of Sydney Aug 14 San Francisco Pair 1 ¢ Hawkins
PA Post. Due

5th Provo, Jul21 City of Sydney Aug 14 San Francisco 2¢ Hawkins
UT Post. Due

5 th Ml. Pleasant, Jul21 City of Sydney Aug 14 San Francisco 2¢ Hawkins
PA Pos!. Due

5th Mt. Pleasant. Jul21 City of Sydney Aug 14 San Francisco Hawkins
PA

5th Washington, Jul21 City of Sydney Aug 14 San Francisco 2¢ Hawkins
PA Pos!. Due
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Table 1
Early Mail from the Philippines

Figure Shipment Addressee Dale of Ship 10 Ship to West Coast Port of Postage Endorsement
Number Number Departure Hong Kong West Coast Arrival Date Arrival

6 61h Eugene, Jul23 Australia Aug 17 San Francisco 2¢
OR Bureau

6 th San Francisco, Jul23 Australia Aug 17 San Francisco Pair 2 ¢ Kelleher
CA Post. Due

6th Petaluna, Ju,t,23 Australia Aug 17 San Francisco 2¢ Hawkins
CA Post. Due

7 71h Beverly, Jul28 Plover Empress of Aug 31 Vancouver 10 ¢
MA China B.C. HK

7 th Pueblo, Jul28 Prover Empress of Aug 31, Vancouver 10 ¢
CO China B.C. HK

7 th Colorado Jul28 Plover Empress of Aug 31 Vancouver 10 ¢ Remember the
Springs, CO China B.C. HK Maine Envelope

8 8th Kalispell, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San FrancisGo Bisect UR Kelleher
Montana 10¢ US 273

81h Jersey City. Jut 30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco 2¢ Astor Battery
NJ Post. Due

8th New York. Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Pair 1 ¢ Astor Battery
NY Post. Due Maine Envelope

8th Hartford, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Pair 1 ¢ Astor Battery
CT Post. Due

8 th New Brighton, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Pair 1 ¢
PA Post. Due
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Figure Shipment Addressee Date of Ship 10 Ship 10 West Coast Port of Postage Endorsement
Number Number Departure Hong Kong WestCoasl Arrival Dale Arrival

81h Fresno, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco 2 ¢ Kelleher
CA Bureau

81h Pelaluna, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Kelleher
CA

81h Kalispell, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Bisect UR Kelleher
Montana . 10¢ US 273

81h Kalispell, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Bisect UR Kelleher
Montana 10¢ US 273

81h Kalispell, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Bisect LL Kelleher
Montana 10¢ US 273

81h New York. Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Pair 1¢ Kelleher
NY Post Due

81h San Francisco, Jul30 Cily of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Pair 1¢ Kelleher
CA Bureau

9 81h San Francisco, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisyo 2¢
CA Bureau

81h Kalispell, Jul30 City of Pekin Aug 22 San Francisco Bisect UR 10¢ Kelleher
Montana Columbian

10 9th Portland. Aug 7 Colon Aug 30 Portland, 2¢
OR OR Bureau

91h Portland, Aug 7 Colon Aug 30 Portland, Stampless
OR OR

91h Ashland, Aug 7 Colon Aug 30 Portland, 2¢
OR OR Bureau



Vaille opened his post office ashore. In that shipment, we have a
surviving cover that bears the first use of the Philippine Station, San
Francisco circular date cancel on July 29, 1898. A ninth shipment in
August bore the covers that Postal Agent Vaille canceled on July 30
and later at his newly opened post office at Cavite. To summarize, a
careful scrutiny of the mail shipments from the Philippines in July
1898 discloses an amazing variety ofcovers and mail shipment routes
to the West Coast even as the postal service was just starting in the
Philippines.

A special thanks to Joe Napp, Robert Hoge, J. Leonard Diamond,
Nestor Nunez and Craig Eggleston for their advice and comments.
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