Queen Isabella IT

JANUARY 1, 1856

1=-REAL

Issued to pre-pay single weight overseas postal rate. Engraved by Jose Perez Varela and printed on rough,
medium to thick bluish wove watermarked "loops" paper. The Loops watermark, which is a continuous
design throughout the paper, is known to exist in two types on stamps sent to the Philippines, where the
variation occurs with the vertical alignment of the loops in relation to each other. Typographed by the
Fabrica Nacional de Moneda y Timbre, Madrid, and issued in sheets of 170 subjects. The stamps were
issued simultaneously in Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippine Islands and their usage in the Philippines is
only distinguishable when tied with Philippine cancellations.
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