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INTRODUCTION

It was during the reign of Queen
Isabella II of Spain when the first
adhesive postage stamps were is-!
sued in the Philippines. This coun-
try was then a Spanish colony for
over three centuries until 1898
when, by the Treaty of Paris,
Spain ceded this countty to the
tion fee was 2 “reales.”

A royal decree of January 12,
1853 promulgated in Manila on
December 7 of the same year or-
dered that necessary steps be taken
for the manufacture and sale of
postage stamps for the domestic
use of the Philippines. These
stamps came out for the first time
on February 1, 1854.

It will be noted that the Philip-
pines issued the first stamps four-
teen years after Great Britain ori-
ginated and put into actual prac-
tice their use (1840); and four
years after Spain had issued the
first ones (1850).

This article consists of the fol-
lowing parts: I. Queen Isabella II
Stamps, 1854-1868; and II. Stamps
Issued During the Spanish Revolu-
tion, 18G8-1870.

QUEEN ISABELLA 11 STAMPS,
1854-1868
The royal decree of January 12,
1853, already mentioned ahove, pro-
vided also that all letters, includ-
ing those privately sent, were to
be prepaid by means of stamps,
and that the postal rate would be
5 “cuartos” for mail under 1/2
ounce; 10 *“cuartos,” from 1/2 to
one ounce; one “real,” over one to
1 1/2 ounces; 10 “cuartos” for each
additional 1/2 ounce. The fegistra-
tion fee was 2 “reales.”

During this period, and up to
1864, thc monetary system was one
peso ‘‘peso duro,” ‘“peso plata fuer-
"te,” or simply ‘‘peso” being equiv-
alent to 8 “reales fuertes,” or sim-
ply “reales;” and one *“real fuer-
te,”” or simply "real,” to 20 “cuar-
tos."” Also, one “cuartillo,” to one
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STAMPS, 1854-1870 *°

fourth of onc “real,” or te 5 “cuar-

tos."”

The *“real” of the Spanish colo-
nies was called “fuerte” in order to
distinguish it from the “real de

Vellon” which was the monetary

unit in Spain proper.
Fehruary 1. 1854 Regular Issue (1)

The stamps consist of two de-
signs. The first shown in illustra-
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tion A1l has, as a motif, the crude
profile of Queen Isabella II, facing
to the right, in an oval frame of
pearls. The frame is cut by the top
panel with the inscription *“CO-
RREOS 1854 Y 55,” meaning post-
age, and by the bottom panel with
“FRANCO,” meaning prepaid, and
the value of the stamp (5 or 10
Cs.), all in Roman lettering. The
design measures 18.756 x 21.75 mm.

The second design (A2) is simi-
lar to the first (A1), except that
the inscriptions are interchanged,
and it was used for the 1 Rl Fte.
and 2 Rs. Fte. values. It has the
same measurement as that of
above.

This issue was first placed on
sale on February 1, 1854 in Manila
as regular postage stamps for do-

I1luztrations frem Fo Lo Palmer's POSTAL
1SSUES OF THE PHILIPPINES (1912), except A4,

courtesy of Rogelio de JesusS.



mestic use only. Occasionally
though, the 1 Rl. Fte. and 2 Rs.
Fte. were used on foreign mail.

The wvalues of the stamps re-
leased with their respective colors,
quantities issued, and other parti-
culars are as follows:

5 Cs., orange, also brown orange,
or orange red, 5,000. (Al, G-l,
G-1A, S-1).

10 Cs., carmine, also pale rose,
or dark earmine, 5,000. (Al, G-2,
G-3, S-2). The black 10 Cs. was
just an essay or trial print, and
was never placed in circulation.
(G-2A).

1 Rl. Fte., slate blue, also blue,
or ultramarine, 2,000. (A2, G-4,
G5, S-4). The error “CORROS,”
the “E” in “CORREOS” missing,
occurs in stamp No. 26 of any sheet
of the 1 Rl Fte. value (GH4E,
G-5E).

2 Rs. Fte., green, also yellow
green, or emerald green, 2,000. (A2,
S-5). :

Since the engraving was done by
there resulted forty varieties
ps in every sheet of each

value.

On January 1, 1856, the 1 RL
Fte. and 2 Rs. Fte. became obsolete
upon the appearance of the Span-
ish Antilles stamps of the same
value, but for some unknown rea-
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sons, the remaining supply was

saved because in January, 1874,
these stamps, including the 5 Cs.,
were re-issued as provisionals with

the “HABILITADO POR LA NA--

CION" overprint (S1).

The stamps were engraved by
Plana, Jorba y Cia., Plaza de Bi-
nondo, Manila, on rather thick, and
also thin paper (5 and 10 Cs.), and
on yellowish paper (1 Rl. Fte. and
2 Rs. Fte.), both unwatermarked,
in sheets of 40 stamps each, 5 x 8.
They are all imperforate.

It will be noted that the plates
used for the printing of all stamps
were, in general, destroyed after
the work was done. This ‘practice
was done in order to prevent the
illegal printing of the stamps.

June, 1855 Regular Issue

In compliance with a royal de-
cree of September 1, 1854, another
but better design (A3) of the pro-
file of the queen was prepared lo-
cally which was an improvement
over design Al, but the head came
out so large that Filipino collectors
refer to it as the ‘“cabeza grande.”
Another difference is that the
frame of pearls is circular. For
other particulars, refer to the de-
scription of said design Al. It
mesasures 19.6 x 22 mm.

The said decree required also
tHat the stamps (1 Rl. Fte. and 2
Rs. Fte.) on foreign mail had to
be printed in Spain, but the effec-
tivity of this provision was post-
poned several times until January
1, 1856, in order to permit the com-
plete exhaustion of the existing
supply.

Only the 5 Cs. value was re-
leased in Manila in June, 1855 (the
exact date is not known). The
quantity issued, colors, etc., are the

following:

5 Cs., pale vermilion, also red,
5,000. There are four varieties in
every block of four stamps. (A3,
G-7, 5-6).

They were lithographed by Plana,
Jorba y Cia., Manila, on thin paper,
unwatermarked, in sheets of 48
stamps each, 6 x B, without per-
foration.

August, 1855 Regular Issue

At a later date, another design
(A3a) was prepared in the same
general style of the previous one,
except that the head was smaller,
now referred to as the “cabeza chi-
ca,” and the inner circle of the
frame is smaller and not broken by
the top and bottom panels. The de-
sign measures 18.5 x 21.6 mm.

The stamps were released in
August, 1855 with the following
value, color, ete.:

6 Cs., vermilion, 3,000 (second
printing). In the first printing, only
a few sheets of stamps (5 Cs., pale
vermilion) were found to be satis-
factory; all the rest were destroyed.
The third printing which was re-
leased on November 15, 1855, was
not quite satisfactory. Only 500
copies, 5 Cs., pale vermilion, were
found good). (A3a, G-8, S-7).

In every case, there was only one
variety of stamps.

The stamps were lithographed on
thin unwatermarked paper without
perforation by the same printing
firm mentioned. The size of the
sheet is not known.

The 1856-1866 Spanish Antilles
Regular Issues

In accordance with the provisions
of the royal decree of September 1,
1854, which finally took effect on
January 1, 1866, the 1855-1 and
2 Rl. PLATA F. of the Spanish An-
tilles were used on foreign mail,
thus making obsolete the locally
printed stamps of the same value.
The stamps arrived in Manila about
the middle of January, 1856 and
were subsequently released.

The 'design (A4) portrays the
head of Queen Isabella II, looking
to the right in a circular unbroken
frame of pearls with the following
inscriptions in white Roman letter-
ing: “CORREOQOS” at the top panel,
and at the bottom, the value of the
stamp followed by “PLATA F.".
One “real plata fuerte” means sim-
ply one “real.” The engraving
was done by Jose Perez Varela.
The design measures 1856 x 22.5
mnu.

The values and their respective
colors, ete., the quantities issued
being unknown, are the following:

1 Rl. PLATA F., green on bluish
paper. This was used as a regular
stamp. (A4, G-9, S-8).

2 Rl. PLATA F., carmine on blu-
ish paper. It was used for regis-
tered mail matter. (A4, G-10, S-9).

The stamps can only be disting-
uished from those issued in the
Spanish Antilles by the Philippine
cancellations, especially on covers,
such as MANILA, CAVITE, etc.
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The oval network cancellations
which were also used in other Span-
ish colonies could not be used alone
for purposes of identification.
These vary in shape; some are quite
pointed at the ends, and others are
rather rounded.

They were in use until 1866 al-
though the stamps became obsolete
on January 1, 1864,

On January 24, 1872, the remain-
ing supply of the two values was
overprinted with “HABILITADO
POR LA NACION" (S1).

The stamps were typographed by
the Fabrica Nacional del Timbre,
Madrid, Spain, on bluish paper with
watermark of “loops,” in sheets of
56 stamps each, 7 x 8, without per-
foration.

The 1859 Regular Issue

In order to replenish the supply
of stamps of 5 and 10 Cs. which
was getting low, an order was
placed to print these values with a
design similar to that of the 1856-
1866 Spanish Antilles stamps (A4).

The design (A5) portrays the
p'rofile of the queen, facing to the
right, in an unbroken frame of
pearlg, the outer circle occupying
practically the width of the stamp.
The following inscriptions, in Ro-
man lettering, appear at the top
panel, “CORREOS. INTERIOR,”
and at the bottom panel “FRAN-
CO" with the value of the stamps.
The design measures 185 x 23.5
mm.

The stamps were released about
the middle of October, 1859, with
the following data:

5 Cs., vermilion, also scarlet, or
orange, 5,000. (A5, G-11, S-10).

10 Cs., rose, also lilac rose, 3,000.
(A5, G-12, S-11).

There are four varieties in every
block of four stamps for each
value.

In 1874, the remaining supply of
10 Cs., was overprinted with “HA-
?SI%)ITADO POR LA NACION"

They were lithographed by M,
Perez e Hijo, Manila, on thin, and
also on ribbed paper, both unwater-
marked, (5 Cs.) in sheets of 56, 130
or 192 stamps each, and (10 Cs.),
56 stamps each, 7 x 8. The stamps
are imperforate.

The 1861 Regular Issue

The design AG) of this stamp is
somewhat similar to that of the
1859 regular issue (A5), with the
same inscriptions, except that it
is less artistic. The pearls are

- smaller, the background is blurred,

and the lettering is heavier. The
stamps are so close to each other
in the sheet that no stamp can
have any margin. It measures 18.5
x 23.5 mm.

The stamps were released in
November, 1861, with. only one
value, thus—

5 Cs., vermilion, 10,000. There is
onlg one variety, and the minor
varieties are caused by defective
printing. (A6, G-13, S-12).

They were lithographed by M.



Perez e Hijo, Manila, on yellowish,
and also bluish paper, without per-
foration. The size of the sheet is
unknown.

The 1862 Regular Issue

Owing to the fact that the sup-
ply of the 6 Cs., value was getting
low again, another issue of this
value was printed with a design
(A7) similar to the previous one,
except that it is better executed.
The circular frame is smaller and
does not touch the panels contain-
ing the inscriptions, the lettering
being finer. It measures 19.5 x 23.5
mm.

The stamps were released in
August, 1862, with only one value
(the quantity is unknown).

5 Cs., dull red, also red brown.
There is only one variety, and the
stamps are so close to each other
in the sheet that no single stamp
can have any margin. (A7, G-14,
S-13).

The remaining stock of these
stamps was overprinted with “HA-
BILITADO POR LA NACION”
(S1) on October 7, 1873.

The printer is unknown. The
stamps were lithographed locally
on unwatermarked paper, and in
sheets of 128 stamps, 10 x 13, ex-
cept that the bottom row has only
8 stamps leaving a blank space at
each end of the row. The purpose
of this arrangement was probably
to make one sheet of stamps be
worth exactly 32 “reales”. They
are imperforate.

The 1863 Regular Issue

In order to replenish the supply
of the low-valued stamps (5 and
10 Cs.), and to meet the demand
for the higher values for use in the
domestic mail, a new set of stamps
(A8) was printed locally with a
design similar but finer in appear-
ance than the previous one. Two
points, or colon, however, appear
between “CORREOS” and “INTE-
RIOR”, instead of one as in the
case of the previous issues. The
design measures 19.5 x 23.25 mm.
(5 and 10 Cs.); 19.5 x 24.5 mm. (1
and 2 RL).

The stamps were placed on sale
in January, 1863. Their values and
other particulars are the follow-

ing:

b Cs. vermilion, 9,000. (A8, G-15,
S5-14).

10 Cs., carmine, 7,000. (A8, G-16,
S-15).

1 RI., violet, 5,000. (A8, G-17,
S-16).

2 Rl, blue, 5,000. (A8, G-18,
S-17).

The stone used to print the 5 Cs.
was also used to print the 10 Cs.
by correcting the numerals. In
many cases, the numeral “5” can
still be slightly seen in the 10 Cs.
stamps.

On account of the fact that
“CORREOS: INTERIOR"”, meaning
domestic postage, appears in the
stamps, it is not definitely known
whether the 1 and 2 Rl were
placed in circulation during this
period. As a matter of fact, no

stamps of these values are known
to be in wused condition, except
those that were overprinted on
January 24, 1872, including the
5 Cs., with “HABILITADO POR
LA NACION" (SI).

The stamps were lithographed by
M. Perez e Hijo, Manila, on rather
thick paper, unwatermarked, and
imperforate. The size of the sheet
is not known.

The 1863 Provisional Issue

Owing to the approaching ex-
haustion of the stamps for foreign
mail, it was found necessary to
print locally a provisional issue.
Stamp ABa was issued for this pur-
pose. This is a redrawn design of
the previous one with “CORREOS”
only at the top panel, and “1 RIL
PLATA F.”, at the bottom; all are
in white Roman lettering. The dis-
tinguishing marks of these stamps
are: the point of the bust is round-
ed and is about 1 mm. from the cir-
cular string of 94 pearls, and the
printing is rather blurred. The de-
sign measures 20 x 23.5 mm.

The value of the stamps, and its
respective colors and quantities is-
sued are the following:

1 Rl. PLATA F. gray green,
7,000 (first printing, March 1863).
The second printing was released
in October, 1863, with 5,000 stamps,
deep gray green. (A8a, G-19, S-18).

On September 6, 1670, the re-
maining supply of this issue was
overprinted with “HABILITADO
POR LA NACION" (SI).

The stamps were lithographed by
M. Perez e Hijo, Manila, on thin,
and also rather thick, unwatermark-
ed paper without perforation. The
size of the sheet is believed to be
50 stamps each, 5 x 10, although
others say it is larger.

The 1864 Provisional Issue

Shortly before the arrival of the
new set of 1864 regular stamps,
and due to the fact that the sup-
ply of 1 Rl. PLATA F. was almost
exhausted, another issue of this
value was printed with a redrawn
design (A9). Although similar to
stamp AB8a, however, it can be dis-
tinguished by the fact that the
bust ends in a sharp point almost
touching the circular string of 96
pearls, and the letters are larger
in size. The design measures
20 x 23.5 mm. ’

The value of the stamps and the
corresponding color and quantity
issued are the following:

1 RIL. PLATA F. green, also
emerald green, 2,000. (A9, G-20,
5-20). :

The remaining stock of this is-
sue was overprinted with “HABI-
LITADO POR LA NACION" (S1)
on September 6, 1870.

The stamps were lithographed
by M. Perez e Hijo, Manila, on
thin, and also thick, unwatermark-
ed paper without perforation. The
size of the sheet is unknown.

This was the last issue to be
printed in the Philippines, though
surcharging was always resorted to
in Manila whenever there was a
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change of government in Spain or
certain values became exhausted
and the supply from Madrid, where
future printings of stamps were
done,  did not arrive on time. This
was due to the protests raised by
the public on account of the high
cost of printing in Manila and poor
quality of the stamps printed lo-
cally.

It is worthy to note that no
stamps were printed in the Philip-
pines from 1864 until 1926, except-
ing, of course, the Aguinaldo or
Katipunan stamps of 1898-1899.

The 1864 Regular [ssue

By a royal decree of July 19,
1849, the metric monetary system
was adopted, though its introduc-
tion in the Philippines actually took
place in 1864, and in Spain twe
years later. This system consisted
of one “peso fuerte” which was
equivalent to 100 “centimos de peso
fuerte.” In terms of the old system,
one ‘“peso fuerte” was equivalent
to eight “reales fuertes.”

In order to meet the provisions
of thp new monetary system, the
issuance of a new set of stamps
whose design (A10) was basically
different from the previous issues
was necessary. The stamp portrays
the profile of Queen Isabella II,
facing to the left, in an elaborate
frame of pearls. The inscription
“CORREOS” appears at the top
panel, curved downward, and the
value of the stamp, at the bottom
panel, curved upward. All are writ-
ten in Roman lettering. The design
measures 18.75 x 22 mm.

The stamps were first issued
about the middle of February, 1864
in Manila with the following values,
their respective colors, and other
particulars:

3 1/8 CENT. Po. Fe., black on
buff paper, also yellowish paper.
The following varieties occur: no
period under “o” of “Po.”; no pe-
riod under “e” of “Fe.”; also, no
period under both “o” and “e” of
“Po. Fe.”. (A10, G-21, S-21).

6 2/8 CENT. Po. Fe., green on
rose, and also white paper. Like-
wise, no period under “o” of “Po."”;
no period under “e” of “Fe"”; also,
no period under both “o” and “e”
of Po. Fe.”. (A10, G-22, S-22).

12 4/8 CENT. Po. Fe., blue on
salmon, and also white paper; also
deep blue on salmon paper. Like-
wise, no period under “o” of “Po.";
also, no period under both “o"” and
“e” of “Po. Fe.”. (A10, C-23, S-23).

25 CENT. Po. Fe., red on flesh,
and also white paper, also pale red,
or vermilion on vose paper. Like-
wise, no period under “o” of “Po.”;
also, no period under both “o" and
“e" of “Po. Fe.". (A10, G-24, S-24).

The above values correspond,
respectively, to the 5 and 10 Cs,,
1 Rl. Fte. and 2 Rs._Fte. values of
the previous issues. The quantities
issued are unknown, although the
supply that came from Spain was
considerably large as to meet the
demand until the end of 1868 when
the remaining stock was finally
overprinted with “HABILITADO
POR LA NACION" (SI).
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HABILITADO
POR LA
NACION.

Tllustration 81 £rcm Scott's STANDARD
POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE, 1953 edition, and
the rest, F. L, Palm2p's POSTAL ISSUES OF
THE PHILIFPPINES (1312).

With the appearance of these
stamps, all previous issues were
rendered obsolete.

The engraving was done by Jose
Perez. The stamps were typograph-
ed by the Fabrica Nacional del
Timbre, Madrid, Spain, on various
kinds of paper as indicated above,
all unwatermarked, in sheets of 100
stamps each, 10 x 10, without per-
foration.

STAMPS ISSUED DURING THE
SPANISH REVOLUTION,
1868-1870

A successful revolution in 1868
sent Queen [sabella Il fleeing as
an exile to France, and a Republic
was declared temporarily. In order
to emphasize the change in the
furm of government, the Revolu-
tionary Government decreed on
September 30, 1868 that all remain-
ing supplies of previous stamps be
overprinted with the legend “HA-
BILITADO POR LA NACION™
(S1).

The dies were made in Spain and
then sent to Manila. Twenty-seven
dies, all in all (the so-called Viz-
caya type) were received in Dec-
cmber, 1868. The overprint appears
in heavy Roman lettering and in
three lines, thus: “HABILITADO™
occupies the first line, underneath
it is “POR LA" of smaller type.
and the third line, “NACION" in a
larger type than the first.

Due to carelessness in overprint-
ing which was done by hand, the
overprints occur in various posi-
tions; horizontal, inverted, veirtical.
diagonal, or doubie overprints.

The 1868 I’rovisional Issue

In December, 1868, the remaining
supply of the 1864 Queen Isabella
II regular issue (A10) was thus
overprinted in black:

3 1/8 CENT. Po. Fe., black on
buff, also yellowisl. paper (black).
(S1/A10, G-25, S-35).

6 2/8 CENT. Po. Fe., green on
rose, also white paprer (black).
(S1/A10, G-26, S-36).

12 4/8 CENT. Po. Fe., blue on
salmon, also white paper; also deep
blue on salmon paper (black).
(S1/A10, G-27, S-37).

25 CENT. Po. Fe., red on flesh,
also white paper; also pale red, or
vermilion on rose paper (black).
(S1/A10, G-28, S-38).

Inverted, vertical, diagonal, and
double overprints exist in each of
the said values. The quantities is-
sued are unknown.

The 1870 Provisional Issue

Due to the fact that no new
stamps were received from Spain,
and that the supply of the previous
provisionals was getting low, the
remaining supply of the 1863-1864
Queen Isabella II provisionals were
equally overprinted in black on
April 12, 1870. They are as fol-
lows:

(On 1863 Provisionals)

1 RL. PLATA F., gray green
(black). It is known that 75 or 76
sheets were overprinted. (S1,A8a,
G-29, S-33).

(On 1864 I’rovisionals)

1 Rl. PLATA F., emerald green,
also (black). The quantity issued is
not known. (S1/A9, G-30, S-34).

Inverted, vertical, diagonal, and
double overprints exist in each of
the said values.

The 1871 Regular Issue

The regular issue of the Revolu-
tionary Government came out be-
latedly in March, 1871, four months
after the said government had a
king of its choice. The design (All)
of the stamps portrays the head
of a woman, an allegorical figure
representing Spain, facing slightly
to the left, in an elaborate oval
frame. The inscription “CORREQS"”
appears at the top curved down-
ward, in white Roman lettering;
and the value of the stamp, at the
bottom, curved upward, also in Ro-
man lettering. The initials “E. J.”,
which appear below the neck are
those of the engraver, Eugenio Ju-
lia Jover. The design measures
18.5 x 22 mm.

It might be mentioned here that
a new currency was introduced dur-
ing this period. It consisted of one
“escudo” being equivalent to 100
“centimos”; also equivalent to 2'50
“pesetas’’.

The stamps issued, and their res-
pective colors (the quantities issued
being unknown) are as follows:

5 Cs. DE Eo., blue, also dark
blue. It exists as imperforate. (All,
G-31, S-39).

‘10 Cs. DE Eo., deep green, also
Lright green. It exists as imperfo-
rate. (All, G-32, S-40).

20 Cs. DE Eo., brown, also yel-
low brown. (All, G-33, S-41).

40 Cs, DE Eo., rose, also car-
mine. (All, G-34, 5-42).

Proofs of all denominations are
found in blue on white carboard
without perforation.

The stamps were typographed by
the Fabrica Nacional del Timbre,
Madrid, on thin unwatermarked
paper, in sheels of 100 stamps each,
10 x 10, with perforation 14. These
were Lhe first perforated stamps
te he used in the Philippines.

The perforation number repre-
sents the number of small holes in
a space of two centimeters along
the edge of a stamp, and is usually
determined by the use of a perfora-
tion gaure.

(1) The illustration of any stwmp is repre§ented by such svmbols as Al That

ol any overprint or surcharge. by a symbol

NACION &

such as 51 for “"HABILITADD PFDR LA

The color of any overprinl or surcharge is alwars written belween parentheses

following the color of the stamp,

The quantity issued. represented by a number. usually  follows Lhe color of the
overprint ; in the absence of the latter. that of the stamp.

Bymbols and index numbers found helween parentheses following the description of -
any stamp are given in order to facilitate the reference of the stamp Lo the illustra-
tions in this article and to the stamp catalogs histed below. 'The index numbers, such
a5 G-7 and 6-6. refer respectively to those of the following catalogs:

Galver' Catalogo Especial de los Sellox de Ex-Colonias Espanola%. 1951 edilion.
Scolt's Standard Postage Stamp Catalopue, 1953 edition.
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Philippines— 1854 Issue

THE first issue of the Thilippines

ranks high among the clnssics
of Philately. Only one set of stampg
had appeared previously in all Asin,

These were the three cmbossed
:ll'nmps of the Scinde District of In-
ia,

; A peculiar feature of these Ihilip-
pines, consisting of forty stamps to
a sheet (5x8), is the fact that
each. stamp on the copper plates
was scparately engraved. Naturally
cach subject shows a marked varin-
tion from the other 89 which mnkes
it quite easy to reconstruct a plate,
especially as large blocks and even
full sheets of some values exist.
Such sheets are known of the 10c¢
carmine and 1r unused, the 10c pale
rose and Ir dull blue used. The
Inrgest block of the fe orange (used),
contains 37 of the 40 varieties, This
was in the collection of the late M.
Mirabaud, its present owner is H.
F. Tows. An interesting crror oc-
curred in the plate of the 1 real
where on one stamp the inscription
rends CORROS instead of COR-
REOS.

Very fine copies of this jssuc are
difficult to find as the paper cracks
nnd breaks quite easily, -

_— e e —— e, a5 ==
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The likencss of Qucen. Isabella 11
on these stamps was rather distorted
and when it came to lcr attention
for the first time nearly two years
after issne, she was shocked and
immediately  forbade the econtinu-
ance of their usc on mail to Spain.

Upon the abdication of King
Amadevs on February 11, 1873, a
provisional government was formed
‘And all previous stamps were de-
monctized.  Several denominations
of the Isabella stamps were sur-
charged HABILITADO PPOR LA
NACION for provisional use.
Among these there were several

MEK 52:

sheets of - the blue 1r first jssue of
which nbont a dozen copies are
known including the unique error
CORROS. Onec of the world's rar-
cst stamps is the 2r green of the
first issuc with the provisional sur-
charge. Only two copics are known,
one was in the Mendel collection,
the: other in the Ferrary collection.
The finest known used copy of lhe
Ir bluec was recently acquired by
A. F. Lichtenstein.

[irst
Philippines

By Percy A. HiLe,

11/7/38

Previous to the year 1854 stamps for
the pre-payment of mail matter were un-
known in the Philippines. This was not
strange, for the first postage stamp was
only issued in 1810 by Great Britain and
by the United States in 1845. Spain issued
its first stamps in 1850. DBut Manila, al-
though far off the beaten track, had its
progressive also. In 1842 the editor of
the  Seminario  Filipino, Don Gregorio
Borjas, recommended a system of post
oflices and Sinibaldo de Mas in his report
lo the Queen in 1842 mentioned the need
for mail service. In 1843, the following
year, Governor General Marcelino Oraa
¥ Lucumberri published rules for the safe-
guarding and carriage of the mail. Com-
mercial and private correspondence was
intrusted to private carriers while official
mail marked S. N. (Servicio Nacional)
was carried by special messengers or by
the Royal Galleys in the inter-island com-
miunications,

It is reported that an Englishman in

" Manila suggested the pre-payment of im-

portant mail by an adhesive stamp as
carly as 1842, the design of which was a
sun surreounded by rays—forerunner of
the Katipunan designs. The value was
one cscudo de ore, about two pesos of
our present money, In the original decree,
dated Madrid, January 8§, and signed by
Minister Claudio Anton Luzuriaga, the
postage rates for the Philippine Islands
carricd by municipal carriers (polistas and
cuadrilleros) were to be 5 cuartos vellon,
ahout 1% cents of the present currency
for local letters. Those for Spain and
foreign countries were to be 10 coartos
vellon, with proper equivalents in reales
de plata and reales de calderilla, anothet
coinage then existent,

In March, 1854, however, the first
stamps were produced loocally by the
Philippine  Government.  These were
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mainly for local use, but some found their
way to Furope on cover as well. The high
real values were in the main for regis-
tered mail, the cover of which with the
stamps was retained by the government
as a receipt, as in Spain, and these, in
consequence, are rarer on cover than the
low values.

The design was the head of Queen
Isabella 1I, but so crudely drawn as to
make the genuine stamps look like {rauds,
and as the inks were purchased locally
from the Chinese stores, these varied, and
were not lasting in color, The stamps
were made by Filipinos, first engra\'tt_l
and then printed in the establishment of
Plana, Jorba y Compaiiia in Manila. The
metal plates from which they were printed
hore five rows of eight stamps each, and
this, due to minor differences, caused
forty different types. In each sheet of 40
of the 1 real was the error Corros instead
of Correos (number 26 in cach sheet),
For the most part these were four values.
Of the 5 cuartos orange and the 10
cuartos carmine, 5,000 each were printed;
and of the 1 real slate and 2 reales green,
2,000 cach, the first two for ordinary mail,
the others for registration or heavy let-
ters. There was a change of color in the

10 cuartos value to rose. The cost of
printing these 14,000 stamps was $253.00.
In June and in August, as the low values
were exhausted, a further printing was
made of a few thousands, distinguished by
a new design.

The entire stamp needs for the Islands
were then for the first year less than
28,000, hence their rarity and their value
at the present day to collectors. There
are also many counterfeits of these issues.
Spanish usage was to change colors and
designs every one or two years and a few
thousand stamps of the Cuban issue were
sent here in 1856 which can only be dis-
tinguished by the postmarks, Due to dis-
tance, time, and tardiness in flling orders
common in Spain, stamps were produced
locally, and the troubled political times in
the mother country inecessitated various
overprints and surcharges which, through
no fault of the government here, has
made collecting difficult. In fact it is said
that fraudulent marking designs made in
Paris were delivered to the addressee by
the postal authorities themselves, after
fees were paid covering the package
through the post office.

In 1863 the printing contract was given
to La [lustracion Filipina. The stamps
were of finer designs and the inks good.
Issues of Nos. 14 to 20 were as follows:
5c vermilion, 0,000; 10c carmine, 7,000;
1r violet and 2r blue, 5,000 each: 1r p
gray-green, 1r dark-green, and ir emer-
ald green,—the first 7,000 copies and the
last two 5,000 cach. This was the end of
producing stamps locally for some thirty
years.,

In March, 1864, there was a protest
made by commercial firms, parish pricsts,
and povernment officials in reference to
scandals in handling the sales and the
high cost of printing. In February, 1863,

(Continued on page 576)
(Continued from page 529 )
the lxrinting of 700 stamps cost $85.00;
but from this date until 1898 all stamps
were printed in Madrid and forwarded to
the Philippines. Furthermore a new frac-
tional currency came into use in the form
of copper coins called mmarivedics anel
new rates were made necessary for cany-
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ing ardinary letters which was 2-4/8ths
centimos about 314 cents of our present
currency. )

But the amounts varied with distance
the letter went and its importance, run-
ning as high as $1.50 (Mex.) for from 15
to 20 sheets of small follo paper. At first
stamps were retailed outside the main
post offices by small cigar stores called
estanquillas in Tondo, Binondo, Quiapo,
cte., but thefts and losses made for their
abolishment in 1870, In 1875 there were
only twenty-eight post offices in the
Philippines, three in Manila, sixteen in
[.uzon, six in the Visayas and three in
Mindanao, showing the small use of the
mails. Compare this today when the last
reports gives 1,257 post offices in the
Islands. —The A. . I,

To be confinied)
Eon"rwvd'rm/ NEVER rouug
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F1rst Stamps
Of The
Philippines

By B. W. 1. Poote.

May 14, 1847, the Postiaster-General
ol the Philippine Islands submitted to the
povernment of Spain a proposition to
isstie postage stamps and adopt the sys-
tem that had been so successfully placed
in operation in Great Britain seven years
previously, But as Spain itself had not
yet issued postage stamps, though the
government had been dallying with the
idea since as early as 1843, the proposi-
tion was not accepted,

Spain finally got around to issuing
stamps in 1850 but with that lack of
haste (tomorrow is surely soon choughl)
whidh characterises so many Spanish en-
terprises, no plans were made for the
colonies and that they had to handle their
postal aflairs in the same old archaic
manner. Then, almost like a bolt from
the blue, the Governor-General of the
Philippines received a Roynl Order from
Madrid early in 1853 to the effect hat
postal rates must be reduced, prepay-
ment of postage must be made compul-
sory, and arrangements for the issuance
of postage stamps must be made without
further ado.

In compliance with these royal com-
mands His Excellency made formal an-
nouncement on Dece. 7, 1853, that postage
stamps would be issucd and placed in
circulation on Feb. 1, 1854, and that with
their advent single and double letters
could be mailed in two ways (1) prepaid
and (2) prepaid and registered.

This_somewhat lengthy document stip-
ulates in detail how letters, newspapers,
printed matter, and other mailable ma-
terial are to be handled and the rates of
postage to be collected in advance in
cach instance. To make it quite clear
that mail carrying was a prerogative of
the government one article in this docu-

ment stated "Closed letters transmitted
from one place to another, although not
sent by the post, must nevertheless h::l\'c
aflixed to them the stamps t:orfi:sp(‘ml[!l]g
with the postal rates; otherwise they will
he reparded as contraband, and will ren-
ler the earriers liable to the penalties
laid down in the General Ordinance for
the I'ostal Service”. ;

There were four different denomina-
tioms in this issue—5 cuartos, 10 cuartos,
1 real and 2 reals. The Sc stamp paid
the postage on a single letter (one wmn!_\—
injr less than half an ounce), 10c paid
fur a letter up to one ounce in weight but
heavier letters were mulcted at the rate
of 10c for every hall ounce. The repis-
tration fee ‘was fixed at 2r.

Naturally facilities for the manufac-
ture of postape stamps were somewhat

limited in Manila at this period but the
povernment were fortunate in finding a
Incal engraver who was capable of en-
graving the necessary plates though, un-
iortunately this artist's name secims to
have been lost entirely. The then current
stamps of Spain were taken as a model
and plates of forly stamps for each value
were prodiced, Ks cach stamp was cn-
rraved separately there are forty minor
types of each denomination and they are
all easily platable. y

The portrait of Her Mnajesty Queen
Lsabella Il is somewhat of a caricature
on all the stamps and it is damning themn
with faint praise to state that some nre
not so bad as others. This portrait ap-
pears on a ground of curved lines within
a pearled cirele broken at top and botlom
by inscribed labels, The spandrels are
filled with horizontal lines and the whole
is enclosed within a single frame line, In
the case of the 5 and 10 cuartos values
the upper label shows “Correos” and the.
date, while the lower one contains
“Franco” and the value.

For some reason or other these in-
scriptions were transposed for the two
higher denominations so that “Franco”
and the value are at top and “Correos”
and the date at bottom, Considering that
cach plate contained forty separale en-
gravings (8 horizontal rows of §) or a
total of 160 it is perhaps rather remark-
ahle that only nne error was made. This
nccurs in the 1 real value where the first
stamp in the sixth row of the plate was
inscribed “Corros” instead af "Correos”,

The stamps were printed from the
copper plates on yellowish white paper
which is very brittle so that these stanips
have tobe handled very careiully (o avoid
damage. They are, of course, imperforate.
There appear to be two marked varietics
of the s¢ stamps characterised hy the
lines of the background in the portrait
circle. In oue variety thev are fine amd
in the other coarser and more widely
spacerl,  Neither scems to be rarer than
the other and specialists are divided in
apinion as to their cause. Some consider
there were two scparate plates and others
that the original plate was re-engraved
alter.it began to show sipns of wear. .

Plating of these stamps was preatly
facilitated in the first instance by the
existence of many large cancelled hlocks.
It appears that these came from stock

wp

left in the hands gf the Government after |

the stamps were withdrawn from circn-
lation and ‘which were eancelled in this
manner to destroy  their facial wvalue.
Many of these blacks were sold hy J. B.
Moens who hought most of the stamp
stock then remaining in the treasury

about 1881,
Py
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. Like & cretin or witch.

First Stamps
of Philippines
Came in 1854

By L. N. & M. WILLIAMS

(Reprinted from “Stamps Day by Day™ with the authors’ permission. )

S};v}tn years after the ‘Penny Black' ap-

peared the Postmaster-General of the
Philippine  Islands, Senor  Manuel  de
Urioste, suggested to the Spanish Govern-
ment that a series of postage stamps should
be issucd for use in Bﬁmn. chief island of
the group.

Together with his proposal he submitted
four essays, of circular design, showing in
the center the Queen's head hc‘"? to the
left, and inscribed ‘Correos,” with the value
in words at the foot,

Urioste's suggestion did not bear fruit,
I:mhnbly because at that time Spain itsclf
1ad no postage stamps, but in January,
1853, an ordinance was addressed to the
Governor of the Philippines, instructing
him to carry out a number of postal re-

forms, among them being the issuing of

stamips.

On December 7th of that year he pub-
lished a decree making pre-payment of
postage compulsory, and fixing the rates on
local letters at 5 cuartos for the first lalf-
ounce, 10 cuartos for letters not exceeding
8 adarmes, 1 real for those of one ounce,
and with an additional 10 cuartos for every
extra  half-ounce; newspapers would be
charged 2 pesos.

As Bad As Lapirot

Instructions were given to a local en-
graver to prepare plates for printing the
stamps, but his identity has been lost in
the mists of time. Perhaps that is just as
well, for his skill was on a par with that of
the other local engraver, Lapirot, who, some
thousands of miles away on the island of
Mauritius, engraved a stamp plate five years
later, and in so doing perpetrated the worst
libel on Queen Victoria to appear on any
postage st:uul:». The Filipino engraver treated
Queen Isabella II with equally scant respect,
and on some specimens she appears as a
cretin while on others she resembles a witch,

From this it will be inferred correctly
that the designs on the plate differed in
detail; in fact, every stamp in the sheet of
40 was of a different type, having been
scparately engraved by hand. "T'he sheet for-
mation was eight horizontal rows of five.

There were Eaur values: 5 cuartos orange-
red, 10 cuartos carmine, 1 real blue and 2
reals green. Several shades of each denowmi-
nation can be found. An error occurred on
the plate of the 1 real, where the 26th
stamp was inscribed ‘Corros” for 'Corrcos.’
The paper used was unwatermarked, yellow-
ish white wove, of a delicate nature and

very easily damaged. The sheets were im-
perforate. '
5c¢ Plate Wore Down

The plate of the gc seems to have worn
badly, because specimens arc found showing
two different ‘types of background behind
the Queen's head. On one the ground con-
sists of fine lines, but on the other the
lines are coarse and farther apart,

At the Dbeginning of 1854, Don A,
Guticrrez was appointed Dircctor General
of the Posts, and it was on his authority
that the stamps were issued on February
ist. lle encountered numcrous diflicultics
in organizing the postal service, and he

described them in a letter written nearly.

30 years later:

‘Having undertaken the office of Dircctor
General of Posts in the Philippine Islands,
at the commencement of 1854, in spite of
the difficulties that my predecessors had
encountered in overcoming the obstacles
presented by the character of the people
and the indecision of the Magistrates and
Governors of the provinces, who could not
make up their minds to accept the re-

sponsibility imposed upon them by . ..

the Decree of 7th December, 1 succeeded
nevertheless, thanks to the goodwill of the
Governors of the Districts and the native
authorities, in establishing, from the month
of March, 1854, a regular service through-
out the Archipelago, with the exception
however of the Marianne Islands, Catan-
danar and Batanar, on account of the want
of communications between those provinces
and the capital, Manila; but this irregular-
ity disappeared after a year in the case of
the first two islands and after two years
in the case of the third.’

: Forgeries Even Cruder

Gutierrez went on to say that an attempt
was made to forge stamps of the first issue,
appatently with the object of defrauding
the revenue. The culprit, a mnative, was
soon arrested, but in consideration of his
ignorance  the magistrates  released  him,
Guticrrez stated  that the forgeries were
extremely crude. They must indeed have
been poor productions if they were cruder
than the stamps themsclves!

Apparently the recess mcthod of print-
ing proved too expensive, because in 1855
a printer at Manila was instructed to pro’
duce a 5 cuartos stamp by lithography,
The design was modelled on that of the
carlier issue, and if the lithographer did
not turn out to be a William Humphrys,
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he did at least produce a portrait of the
Queen which was not quite as repulsive
as the previous effort.

The original printing of the new stamps
was made from a stone showing only one
type. Its characteristic is that the ~solid
background behind the Queen’s head is not
cut into by either the upper or lower label
containing the inscriptions. Stamps in this
type, printed in bright red on white paper
were issued about June, 1855,

Tell Types by Shading

Soon afterwards stamps from a  second

rinting were issued. They were produced
rrom a stone containing 48 impressions,
arranged in six horizontal rows of eight,
comprising 12 blocks of four. Each block
consisted of the four types which char-
acterize this issue. In all types the solid
background is cut by the upper label.

The types can be distinguished by the
number of lines of shading in.the spandrels:

1 I 1 v

Upper lcft '8 9 7 9

Upper right 11 13 jo 1

Lower left 8 8 10

"Lower right 13 15 12

Types I and II have a stop after the ‘sg’
in the upper level.

These stamps are in a duller shade of
red than the earlier printing. Théy re-
mained in use for three and a half ‘years
‘but are, oddly enough, much rarer than
the original § cuartos which was in use
for only 18 months.

[EXCERPTED FROMT
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(OMPENDIUM OF PHILIPPINE POSTAGE

STAMPS, 1854-1870 *°

by

Emllio del I'r adn

QUEEN ISABELLA
1864-1868

The royal decree of January 12,
1853, already mentioned above, pro-
vided also that all letters, includ-
ing those privately sent, were to
he prepaid by means of stamps,
and that the postal rate would be
5 *“cuartos” for mail under 1/2
ounce; 10 “cuartos,” from 1/2 to
one ounce; one ‘“real,” over one to
1 1/2 ounces; 10 “cuartos” for each

I STAMPI'S,



additional 1/2 ounce. The registra-
tion fee was 2 “‘reales.”

During this period, and up to
1864, thc monetary system was one
_peso “‘peso duro.” “peso plata fuer-
te,” or simply ‘‘peso” bLeing equiv-
alent to 8 “reales fuertes,” or sim-
ply “reales;” and one “real fuer-
te, or simply “real,” to 20 “cuar-
tos.” Also, once “cuartille,” to one
fourth of one “real,” or te 5 “cuar-

The “real” of the Spanish colo-
nies was called “fuerte” in order Lo
distinguish it from the “real de
Vellon” which was the monetary
unit in Spain proper.

February 1. 1854 Regular Issue (1)

The stamps consist of two de-
signs. The first shown in illustra-
tion Al has, as a motif, the crude
profile of Queen Isabella 11, facing
to the right, in an oval frame of
pearls. The frame is cut by the top
panel with the inscription “CO-
RREOS 1854 Y 55, meaning post-
age, and by the bottom panel with
“FRANCO,” meaning prepaid, and
the value of the stamp (5 or 10
Cs.), all in Roman lettering. The
design measures 18.76 x 21.75 mm.

The second design (A2) is simi-
lar to the first (Al), except that
the inscriptions are interchanged,
and it was used for the 1 Rl Fte.

and 2 Rs. Fte. values. It has the,

same measurement as that of
above.

This issue was first placed on
sale on February 1, 1854 in Manila
as regular postage stamps for do-
mestic use only. Occasionally
though, the 1 Rl Fte. and 2 Rs.
Fte. were used on foreign mail.

The values of the stamps re-
leased with their respective colors,
quantities issued, and other parti-
culars are as follows:

5 Cs., orange, also brown orange,
or orange red, 5,000. (Al, G-1,
G-1A. S-1).

PPN g2 1721042/ 76

10 Cs., carmine, also pale rose,
or dark earmine, 5,000. (A1, G-2,
G-3, S-2). The black 10 Cs. was
just an essay or trial print, and
was never placed in circulation.
(G-2A).

1 Rl. Fte., slate blue, also blue,
or ultramarine, 2,000. (A2, G-4,
G-5, S-4). The error “CORROS,”
the “E” in “CORREOS"” missing,
occurs in stamp No. 26 of any sheet
of the 1 Rl Fte. value (G-4E,

nondo, Manila, on rather thick, and
also thin paper (5 and 10 Cs.), and
on yellowish paper (1 Rl Fte. and
2 Rs. Fte.), both unwatermarked,
in sheets of 40 stamps each, 5 x 8.
They are all imperforate.

It will be noted that the plates
used for the printing of all stamps
were, in general, destroyed after
the work was done. This ‘practice
was done in order to prevent the
illegal printing of the stamps.

G-5E).

2 Rs. Fte., green, also yellow
green, or emerald green, 2,000. (A2,
G-6, S-b). .

Since the engraving was done by
hand, there resulted forty varieties
of stamps in every sheet of each
value.

On January 1, 1856, the 1 RL
Fte. and 2 Rs. Fte. became obsolete

‘upon the appearance of the Span-

ish Antilles stamps of the same
value, but for some unknown rea-
sons, the remaining supply was
saved because in January, 1874,
these stamps, including the 6 Cs.,
were re-issued as provisionals with
the “HABILITADO POR LA NA-
CION" overprint (S1).

The stamps were engraved by
Plana, Jorba y Cia., Plaza de Bi-

[ExcERPTED FeoM] Faee 31
PPN . 8% 223-44 2 7/8¢
NATIONAL PHILATELC TREASURES by Enenavaclod

_tli p

Philatelic authorities have collectively agreed on the extreme rarity of
the first 1 real “CORROS'" error: However, very few realized the
existence of the 1874 “CORROS" error with the “HABILITADO POR
LA NACION" surcharge.

BiTS AND PIECES BY LUNSTAN

PHILIPPINES NO..I NOT ISSUED FEB. 1, 18541 — Mario also reports that he saw re-
cently from a Manila dealer a Block of Four of Phil!ﬁpinu No. 1 — Queen Isabella 11
i

stamps wilth a postimark right at the center bearing

e date January 21, 1864. ls it pos-

sible that Feb. 1, 1854 then is not the first day of issue of the said stamps. TFurlher to
Mario's contention is an article published with the PJP Sept-Oct 1951 (Vol. 1V No. 1) found
on p. 18 which is e.ntilled “Brie{ History of the Philippines as Portrayed On Its Stamps”
by Don Pablo Esperidion. According to Don Pablo, P ltplnes No. 1, 2, 3, and 4 were issued

January 16, 1854, May we hear readers ccmmenls on t

is please . . . .

PPST,u3"1: 20: 9/77
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2. I have a record of 1 cover with Scott No.1l, postmarked on Oct. 1, (the

yoar is not clear, but is probably 1854), at Manila. Are any other

covers known, .bearing this,the firat stamp of the Philippines?

2=2-10
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EARLY PIlILl['PINLS

HE first two issues of the Philip-

pme Islands constitute one of the

most “exclusive” as well as most
interesting groups of the world's phila-
telic classics. They are practically
unknown to nearly all collectors, how-
ever, as not one of the seven major
and six minor varieties listed by
Scott catalogs less than $26, and even
at that price they are seldom seen.

Our catalog lists them rather in-
adequately, due, probably, to their
rarity. Of no. 1, for instance, there
are two wvery distinct types, the first
'with the background of fine lines,
close together; the second with the
background of heavy lines, spaced
.more widely. Both these types are
listed by Gibbons, the latter being
somewhat rarer.

The Advanced Collectors Catalog,
issued many years ago, and in a great
many ways a terrific disappointment
because of its sins of omission, never-
theless shows entire reconstructed

N !uulﬂiﬂh

Philippines No, 2 Spain Ne. 21

plates of the forty varieties of engrav-
ing in the sheet of each value.

The plates, of course, were engraved
and printed in Manila, and it is not
to be supposed for an instant that
Isabella IT could have been very much
pleased with these extremely unflat-
tering likenesses, each one in the
sheet of forty being worse than the
other.

The sheets were five stamps wide
and eight stamps high, with a thin
line around the entire sheet, which
measures 102 x 193 mm. from border
to border. Space between stamps is
quite narrow, about a millimetre, plus
or minus, so that large margins are
not to be expected.

The A. C. Cat. lists the be ms oc-
curring In orange, pale orange, and
red-orange., Scott mentions brown-
orange. Gibbons calls all of them
orange-red.

The 10c is listed by the A. C. C. as
being dark red, carmine-red, pale red.
‘Scott says carmine and pale rose.
Gibbons says the same.

The A. C. C. lists the 10c also on
yellowish paper, in dark red. Scott

l.
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Philippines No. 2

und Gibbons ignore distinctions be-
tween white wove and yellowish wove
papers, though the A. C. C. recognizes
the higher values as occurring this
way only.

A. C. C. lists the 1 real as being
bright blue, slate-blue, pale blue, and
greenish-blue. Scott says slate-blue,
blue, and ultramarine. Gibbons says
bright blue and slate-blue only, . A.
C. C. lists all four shades with the
error “CORROS"” for “CORREOQS,”
also.

A. C. C. lists the 2 reales as being
green, yellow-green, deep green, and
olive-green. Scott lists the first two
shades only. Gibbons says bright
green and dull green,

Here, certainly, we have a splendid
exposition of the lack of agreement
as to what colors are, among the
doctors themselves.

With P, 1. no. 6 we meet another
type of slanderous caricature. All are
easy to place, either by the shape of
the 5" in “FRANCO 5 Ct." or the
outline of the neck just below the chin.
The catalog illustration is Type I. A
block of four is shown in A. C. C,
and from this we see that the stamps
are again spaced about 1 mm. apart,
but that the horizontal pairs are separ-
ated by a vertical line between the
Lwo outer frame lines. ' There is no
such separnting line between the ver-
tical pairs. In this group the head is
drawn against a circular background
which has had both top and bottom
cut off by the labels carrying “COR.
REOS 1864 Y 66" and “FRANCO b
Ct.” and the various amounts of trun-
cating also. serve to identify the four
types, each being obviously different.

A. C. C. lists this stamp as being
vermilion, pale vermilion, and brown-

Philippines No. ba
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ish-vermilion. Scott says pale ver.
milion. Gibbons calls it bright red,

In the case of no. 6, the redrawn
stamp, there is but one variety. Here
the medallion is on a perfectly circular
background which just touches the
top label, and shows a space of about
1/6 mm. between it and the bottom
label.

A. C. C. lists this stamp as being
vermilion and pale vermilion. Scott
says vermilion, Gibbons ealls it bright
red.

This and the preceding are litho-
graphs, and they differ from one an-
other in size: no. 6 is 19 to 19% x
22 mm., while no. 7 is 18% x 21 mm.

It is obvious that these locally-pro-
duced Philippines were inspired by
Spain Type A6, of 1853, but the en-
graver just could not make the grade.
In order to show this, we illustrate
Spain no. 21 with the Philippine items.

These stamps seldom appear in auc-
tion, but a recent New York sale

Philippines No. €

Philippines Ne. §

contained numerous examples, all of
which are illustrated here, due to the
kindness of Mr. H. R. Harmer, of
32-34 East 67 St.

There were three singles, two pairs,
a strip of four, and a block of eight,
all of which are described herewith.
(This refers to the illustrated items.
Of unpictured stamps there were num-
erous others.)

Our first fllustration shows a mag-
nificent unused copy of the 10c no. 2,
evenly margined on three sides, but
with entire gutter and portion of
udjnining frame line at right, being
no., 15 in the sheet. With this we have
placed the illustration of Spain no. 21,
also unused and an unusually brilliant
copy.

Next we show a pair of Philippines
no, 2, very fine and with large mar-
gins all around. These appear to be
nos, 11 and 12 in the sheet. .

Our next illustration is of a palr
of the 2 reales, no. ba, a superb pair
of the yellow-green, brilliant colot,
nnd large margins, These seem to be
nos, 1 and 2 in the sheet.

(Next page, please.)



Next we show two copies of no. 8,
one unused, the other used. The first
is Type IV, the second (used) is
Type II.

We now come to two unusual pieces,
the first a strip of four of the 1-real
slate-blue, no. 4, and these appear to
be 26 to 29 in the sheet. At any rate
they are the first four stamps in a
row, as the sheet frame shows at left,

The second unusual item is a block
of 8, not only with left frame but with

full sheet margins: it is also a slate-
blue. These may be positions 8-7-8-9,
11-12-13-14, but both of these final
illustrations show detail very faintly,
and the positions are not certain,

At this writing the stamps have not
been sold, but as soon as the prices

are available, we shall publish them.

Thanks to Mr. H. R. Harmer for
all illustrations used, and to the cat-
nlogs mentioned for other data.

—C, 8. T.
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Thut cancellations only can constitute the
difference between two catalog numbers too
few collectors will understand. but the Scott
Catalvg features casez, truly copied
from the Gibbons Catalog. As far as we
could find out, this has been done only in
two cases, Philippines §8 and 9, which in
unused condition are identical with Cuba ¥2
and 3, and Peru, Chilean Occupation §N1
to 10, which are to be distinguished only by
the cancellations from the regular Chile
stamps #20 to 28 and 34. The first case is
complicated one, because it results through
the [ailure of hoth catalogs to recognize the
existence ol a separate country, best calied
"Spanish Colonies™ (the other European cata-,
fogs call it “Spanich West Indies”). com-
prising. stamps 1 10 53 of Cuba, as these
stamps  (with the local
prints) were valid not only in Cubn as well
ag in oo Rico, bwt
Philippines

such

exceplion  of over-
partly also in the
Fernnmdo  Po aml nre
known woed there. They constitute therefore
an analogy 1o “French Colonies™ and should
be listed nceordingly, making the listing of
the two stamps in two places unnccessary.
The case of the Chile stamps is easicr, as a
simple note would do, instead of listing them
again under Peru. This would do them jus.
tice enough. Similar cases of the use of sjamps
ol an occupying country in the country of
occupation are known in many other cases
and nobody would seriously ask that they
be listed in this condition as separate stamps.
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