UNITED STATES MILITARY STATIONS: THE
POSTAL MARKINGS OF ILOILO

by Nestor C. Nunez and Alfred F. Kugel

(Second in a series. The first part appeared in PPJ, Vol. XVIII
No. 3, 3rd Quarter 1996)

After capturing Manila from the Spanish following the staged battle
on August 13, 1898, the United States’ policy was to take and hold
territory ceded by the Spanish. This consisted mainly of the city of
Manila and parts of Cavite province (1). Acquisition of Philippine
territory was not among the objectives of the United States when war
was declared on Spain earlier in April, and even in the summer
American policy was unclear. Many Americans had not even heard of
the Philippines and could not locate Manila on the map. Certainly,
President McKinley’s thoughts about the new territory were un-
formed. One early proposal was to obtain only a coaling station at
Manila Bay (2). From the date of the armistice between the United
States and Spain on August 12, 1898 to the negotiations leading to the
signing of the Treaty of Paris on December 10, 1898, the American
policy over the Philippines underwent a radical change. American
business, which was a natural Republican constituency, made argu-
ments for the acquisition of the country based on commercial motives,
and with an eye to using it as a stepping stone to the vast markets of
China. Thus, American policy evolved towards acquisition of the
entire Philippine archipelago, including Sulu. This demand was
initially rejected by the Spanish, but Spanish acquiescence was finally
obtained, made easier by the payment of $20,000,000 (3). The terms
of the treaty were vi gorously protested by the Agumaldo government,
whose representatives’ presence in Paris was ignored by the Spanish
and American negotiators (4).
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While the fate of the Philippines was under negotiation, the United
States forces subscribed to a wait and see attitude, maintaining a
precarious relationship with the indigenous population. Even before
the fall of Manila in August, the Filipinos had made progress toward
the formation of an independent Philippine Republic. Independence
was declared in Cavite on June 12, 1898 (5), and the Filipinos assisted
in the defeat of the Spanish by confining them to Manila and being
involved in the battle on August 13. Aguinaldo subsequently trans-
ferred his headquarters to Malolos, Bulacan, which was made the
revolutionary capital, and a new Philippine government was formed
with him being named president. A constitutional congress was
convened at Malolos in September, which ratified the formation of the
government, and drafted a constitution. The government included a
department in charge of postal and telegraphic services, which issued
postage, registration, telegraphic and other stamps (collectively re-
ferred to in the American philatelic press as “Aguinaldo” stamps) (6).
However, the Americans were oblivious to the aspirations of the
Filipinos, and the contributions of the revolutionary army were
ignored by the American military high command. The relationship
between the two erstwhile allies became strained, reaching a high
point of exacerbation when the Filipino army was not allowed to enter
Manila after the “battle.”

From the fall of Manila to the conclusion of the peace treaty in
December, the Filipinos consolidated their control over all parts of
Luzon not occupied by American forces. They also gained control of
most of the other islands, reducing the Spanish presence to a few
places, which included the port and city of Iloilo on Panay Island
(Iloilo became the Spanish capital after the fall of Manila); Zamboanga
on Mindanao Island and Jolo in the Sulu archipelago at the south. In
the Visayan Islands, revolutionary forces setup a “Visayan Republic”
loyal to Aguinaldo. Its capital was Iloilo after it was taken from the
Spanish.

With the signing of the treaty in Paris, the American forces’ objective
changed to expansion of territorial control, even though the treaty was
technically not binding yet on the United States, pending ratification
by the U.S. Senate (7). However, the U.S. Army could not openly
invade areas controlled by the Filipinos in the absence of a state of
war. It was, however, the thinking of the top U.S. Army brass in the
Philippines, particularly General Elwell Otis, that the Filipino revo-
lutionary zeal and desire for independence was limited to Aguinaldo’s
immediate followers, and that Aguinaldo did not command the
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loyalty of the population, particularly in the southern islands. This
wrong assessment was the basis for the decision to send an American
expeditionary force to take Iloilo City, which at that time was second
to Manila in population and importance. In sending the military force,
Otis believed that the city could be occupied without resistance (8).

The following account is mainly based on Faust (9): Otis created on
December 24, 1898, a “Separate Brigade” and assigned the command
to Col. (later Gen.) Marcus Miller. The expedition, convoyed by the
cruiser Baltimore, proceeded to Iloilo on December 26 in the trans-
ports Newport, Arizona, and Pennsylvania. However, when the force
arrived in Iloilo, it found that the Spanish garrison commanded by
Gen. Rios had been expelled by the Filipinos and were forced to move
to Zamboanga. When the Americans indicated they wanted to land,
they were told that it would only be permitted with Aguinaldo’s
expressed consent (10). Since the Americans would not force a
landing in the absence of a state of war, the troops had to remain on
their transports, and together with Gen. Otis in Manila, had to bide
their time and wait for future events to develop. What occurred was
the Philippine-American War, which started on February 4, 1899.

The expedition remained on the transports at I[loilo Harbor until
February 11, 1899. Prior to this date, the 51st lowa Volunteers
returned to Manila and was replaced by the 1st Tennessee, arriving on
February 10. The Baltimore was replaced by the Boston and Petrel.
On February 11, after the American forces bombarded the positions
of the revolutionaries, the Tennessee regiment and the 18th Infantry
landed and took possession of the city, driving the “insurgents” from
their positions on the outskirts of the town and along the river, saving
much valuable property from incendiary fires. From this date, the
force gradually took control of the other towns. While there were
subsequent sporadic attacks by Filipino forces, American control
over [loilo and over the entire island of Panay was gradually consoli-
dated (11).

Iloilo became the location of Military Postal Station No. 3. Goodale
notes that Iloilo was the headquarters of the Department of Visayas,
U.S. Army in March 1900, and that civil government was established
April 11, 1901 (12).

The following are the recorded postmarks used in lloilo (13). Based
on the format in the first part of this series, postage due and auxiliary
markings are included in the list.
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Fig. 2. PD4 and DS4 usages
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U.S.Mil. STA.No.3.SF.CAL.
ILOILO HARBOR PI Feb 10

U.S.MiL Sta .No.3.S F.CAL,
ILOILO ,P.I MAR 2
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DS1. Cancellation in two
lines with capital and small
Roman letters, indicating
posting aboard the transport
ships. Makeshift rubber let-
tering: 4 mm tall for capital
letters, 64 mm (first line)
and 68-70 mm wide. Struck
in violet. Starting with
Goodale, the earliest date has
been reported as Dec. 18,
1898. This date is, of course,
incorrect as the force left for
Iloilo only on December 26.
Only the first letter of the
month is capitalized.

Earliestdate: January 1,1899
Latest date: March 7, 1899

DS2. As in DS 1, but with
“HARBOR” omitted. Sec-
ond line 47-50 mm long.
Struck in violet. “STA.”
was changed to “Sta.” and
the month (first three let-
ters)areall capitalized. This
cancel is also known used
as a registered mail killer.
Earliestdate: February 11,1899
Latest date: April 11, 1899

DS3. Double-ring rubber
canceller with “ 17 deleted.
This was first used in Ma-
nila, which was Military
Station No. 1. (14). Seen as
a strike on the front of a
cover addressed to Paris
(March 8, 1899) with
stamps at the back can-
celled by DS2, and as a
receiving mark (Feb. 23,
1899) on incoming mail.

Earliestdate: February 23, 1899
Latest date: March 8, 1899
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DS4. Single-ring steel datestarnp,
26 mm. Eleven-bar barrel killer 28
mm tall. Unique design with
“CAL.” horizontally above the date
slug (15). Struck in black.
Earliest date: March 16, 1899
Latest date: November 28, 1901

DS5. Single-ring steel datestamp,
29 mm. Nine-bar barrel killer,
25mm tall. “PHILIPPINE IS-
LANDS” had replaced “SAN.
FRAN. CAL.” following separa-
tion of Philippine postal opera-
tions from San Francisco’s con-
trol. Known with “3” dropped or
loose, sometimes inverted. Struck
in black.

Earliest date: March 16, 1899
Latest date: Sep. 14, 1901

DS6. Single-ting steel datestamp,
29 mm. Nine-bar barrel killer. Per-
manent steel datestamp used with
introduction of civil government.
Struck in black.

Earliest: November 7, 1901 (civil
government established April 11,
1901)

Latest: used well into civil gov-
ernment period

RCI1. Single-ring steel datestamp
designed like DS4, 29 mm. With
“PHIL. ISL’ S REC’D.” at the
bottom instead of “ILOILO,
PHIL.ISLS.” Struck in black.
Earliest date: Oct. 18, 1899
Latest date: May 7, 1901
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RGI.
datestamp, 19mm (inner circle) and
32 mm. Struck
Earliest date: April 17, 1899

Latest date: September 16, 1901

RC2. Single-ring steel datestamp
designed like DS5, 29 mm. With
“ILOILO, PHILIPPINE.” instead
of “PHILIPPINE ISLANDS” and
“RECEIVED”
“ILOILO” at the bottom.
Earliest date: June 11, 1900
Latest date: November 10, 1900

replacing

RC3. Single-ring steel datestamp,
29 mm. Same design as DS6, with
“ILOILO.REC’D.” at the top
Struck in black.

Earliest date: Jan. 22, 1902 -

Double-ring rubber

in violet.

PD1. Rubber “POSTAGE
DUE, 2 CTS.” 53 mm long, in
block capital letters 5 mm high.
Probably a standard issue to all
military post offices. Struck in
purple.

Earliest date : March 21, 1899

PD2. Like PD1, but with “2”
deleted, 53 mm long, 5 mm
high. Deletion of “2” was ob-
viously done to make the de-
vice useful for underpayments
other than two cents. In the
single example seen, a “2” was
handwritten in the open space;
letters show deterioration.
Struck in purple.

Earliest date: December 13,
1899



POSTAGE DUE,

Postage Due 2 Cts

Postage Due 2C'S

posta®

Dus 2 C

PD3. Like PD1, but with “2 CTS.”
deleted, 35 mmlong, 4 1/2mm tall.
Like PD2, this s likely originally a
PD1 device with “2 CTS.” excised
to make the device usable for dif-
ferent rates of underfranking. Let-
ters in the single example seen are
well formed and clear. Struck in
purple.

Earliest date: May 2, 1900

PD4. Rubber “Postage Due 2 Cts”
60 mm long in capital (4 mm) and
small (3 mm) Roman letters of the
type used to make DS 1 and DS2.
“G” is a capital letter 3 mm
tall, and “s” in “Postage” does
not impress well. Struck in
violet. State I: “Cts” complete
Earliest date: January 4,1900

State II: “t” in “Cts” miss-
ing, resulting in “C s”
Earliest date: January 16,
1900

PD5. Rubber “postag Due 2 C” 57
mm long. Similar letters as in PD2,
and appears to be a variation, but
sufficiently different to be deemed
a different type.

Major differences: “p” in small
letters, letters “G” and “e” in
“Due” inverted, and “C” in-
stead of “Cts”. Comparison
with PD3 shows that the “ts”
originally in “Cts* were probably
removed for used in “postag”
Earliest date: September 26, 1901
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PD6. Rubber “Postage Due 2
Cents.” 73 mm long in similar styl-
; ing as PD4, with the major differ-
‘ ence that cents was

. spelled in full, end-

Postage Due 2 Cents. irlljg with a period.
Only example seen

so far was on a cover from culion Island, Palawan, handled in Iloilo on

March 19, 1902 (DS6), addressed to Manila. The “2” was overstruck

with “1”" in blue pencil. Struck in violet.
Earliest: March 19, 1902

e T ———————

AX]1. Irregular oblong killer with
hollow middle and two openings,
14x 18 mm. Used with RG1. Struck
in black.

Earliest date: April 17, 1899
Latest date: July 29, 1899

AX2. Four petal obliterator, 22 x
22 mm used with RG1. Struck in
black.

Earliest date: May 15, 1900

AX3. Rough hexagon with six
slanted divided bars 18 mm across.
Used with RG1. Struck in black.
Earliest date: July 24, 1901

The foregoing listis most likely incomplete. Collectors of this area and
. other readers are encouraged to look into their collections with a view
of adding types not included in this article, and/or extending the
earliest and latest dates. Information should be sent to the authors at
P.0.Box 12, San Mateo, CA. 94401. Postage and photocopy (prefer-
ably color) costs to be reimbursed, and credits to be attributed.
(Copyright reserved by the authors)
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POSTMARK LIST CONCORDANCE

Nuiez/Kugel Goodale (12) Baker (17)
DS1 Al S-3
DS2 A2 S-3a
DS3 — —
DS4 A4 C-8
DS5 A3 C-7a
DS6 A5 —
RC1 RC1 CE-3
RC2 — —
RC3 RC2 —
RG1 RGI1 DR-2
PD1 — —
PD2 — —
PD3 — —
PD4 — —
PD5 — —
PD6 — —
AX1 — —
AX2 — —
AX3 — —

ENDNOTES:

1.

10

The “battle” on August 13, 1898 was completely unnecessary, as the
armistice was signed on August 12. However, news of this event could
not be communicated to Manila on time because Dewey had cut the
telegraphic cable linking Manila to the outside world after the May 1,
1898 Battle of Manila Bay. A summary of the terms of the protocol
ending the Spanish American War is contained in Halstead, Murat, The
History of American Expansion, The United Subscription Book Pub-
lishers of America, 1898. The protocol allowed the United States to
“occupy and hold the city, bay and harbor of Manila pending the
conclusion of a treaty of peace, which shall determine the control,
disposition, and government of the Philippines.”
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2. During the era of coal burning ships, a coaling station in the Philippines
was essential to extend the military presence of the American navy tothe
Far East.

3. Anexcellent account of the evolution of American thinking and policy
is detailed in Karnow, Stanley, In Our Image: The American Empire in
the Philippines, Random House, 1989.

4. A text of the protest of the Filipinos is reproduced as Appendix A in
Halstead, Murat (op.cit.)

5. Philippine independence day was celebrated on July 4 from 1946 to
1962, This was changed to June 12 in 1963; July 4th was changed to
“Filipino-American Friendship Day.”

6. Harradine, Peter, contains a chapter which gives adequate detail of these
stamp issues, Philippine Postage Stamp Handbook, 1854-1982 Mac
Farland and Co. Inc., 1987

7. Ratification by the U.S. Senate was uncertain because of strong oppo-
sition to the acquisition of American “colonies.” The Filipinos worked
with the “anti-imperilists” for a rejection of the treaty. The
Philippine-American War was started (probably accidentally) with the
shooting of three Filipinos by two Nebraskans on patrol on the night of
February 4. Doubtless influenced by the belief that the war was started
by the Filipinos, the treaty was ratified by a majority of only one vote
on February 6.

8. Otis’ ostensible excuse was that he was going to relieve the Spanish
Gen. Rios, who sent him a message that he could not hold Iloilo longer.
Otis grossly misread the military situation, and was zealous in ensuring
that only dispatches conforming to the top brass line went out. The
Washington military establishment also did the same. Karnow cites an
instance when a report that did not conform to the army line was
conveniently shelved in Washington and was only discovered much
later. Gen. Otis later realized that the ensuing war was beyond his
control and requested relief (replaced by Gen. Arthur MacArthur). The
war raged on beyond the capture of Aguinaldos and it was only on July
4, 1902 that President Theodore Roosevelt officially declared the war
to be over, following the surrender of Gen. Miguel Malvar after a
scorched earth campaign conducted by Gen. J. Franklin Bell in Batangas
province, which resulted in the death there of some 54,000 Filipinos.
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10.

11.

12

13.

14.

12

Faust, Karl Irving, Campaigning in the Philippines, The Hicks-Judd
Publishing Company, San Francisco, 1899

The expedition to lloilo was a provocative action by Gen. Otis which
inflamed the Filipinos. In early January 1899, Gen. Otis made public the
proclamation of President McKinley dated December 21, 1898, which
made clear the United States” objective of the actual occupation and
administration of the entire archipelago, and instructed that “the mili-
tary government . . . is to be extended with all possible despatch to the
whole of the ceded territory. “Aguinaldo used this occasion to rail
against the sending of the force to Iloilo and warned about beginning
hostilities “if the American forces intend to get, by force, the occupation
of Visayas.” Text of the McKinley proclamation and Aguinaldo’s
manifesto are reproduced in Faust, (loc. cit.)

Vol. Vil of Harper’s Encyclopedia of United States History, Harper and
Brothers, New York, 1906, lists the following among the notable events
of the Philippine campaign: “Nov. 26 [1898]. At Pavia, island of Panay,
the 18th and 19th Regiments drive the Filipinos out of their trenches; a
captain and one private killed.” Faust (loc. sit.) also reported engage-
ments in Mandurriao and Jaro, a “Battle of Jaro River” on March 1, and
a counterattack of Filipinos estimated at over 1,000 men in Jaro on
March 16, with “insurgent” loss at 150 killed and many wounded.

Goodale, George S., “U.S. Military Postal Stations in the Philippines
(1898-1904), Cyclopedia of United States Postmarks, edited by Delf
Norona, Quarterman Publications, Lawrence, MA, 1975.

The authors would like to acknowledge the help from other Philippine
specialists, especially the opportunity to view actual covers or photo-
copies of the collections of Cdr. Weston Burnett, Wolfgang Haberland,
Robert C. Hoge, Fritz-Walter Lange, the late Lynn Warm-Griffith, and
Robert F. Yacano.

Nunez, Nestor C., Philippine-American War: “Island Hopping”? of a
U.S. Military Station Cancel: Additional Notes, unpublished manu-
script which makes additional comments on the usage of the DS3 device
which was the subject of an article by Haberland, Wolfgang, American
Philippine War 1899-1902: Island Hopping of a US Field Post Cancel
(translation by Charles A. Richmond), Possessions, First Quarter 1994.
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15.

16.

17.

Goodale notes that military station postmarks after May 1, 1899 “do not
contain the words San Francisco, with the exception in a few cases of
left-over items which were not immediately discontinued,” and cited an
example of a Manila registration datestamp with “San Francisco” cut
out. He seemed to have missed on the long use of DS4 and RCl, even
though he listed DS4 behind DSS based on the earliest date he had seen.
Prolonged use of Iloilo DS4 and RC1 was rather unusual and appears to
be one of those local bureaucratic oversights which was not remedied
for a long time.

This is an arbitrary cut-off, and is based on President Theodore
Roosevelt’s official declaration of the end of the war. While civil
government had been introduced well before this date in many places,
there were many areas where military rule was still in force. Fighting
continued for the next few years, with hostilities in Samar province
being the best known because of atrocities on both sides.

Baker, Philip E., Postal Markings of United States Military Stations,
1898-1902; 1963.

Philippine Philatelic Journal 13



