
Spanish-Philippine Specialised Catalogue HPLN (1868 – 1874) 
 

 

  Compiled by Nigel Gooding 2010.11.14 Page 1 

Habilitado Por La Nacion Overprints 
1868 - 1874 

 
On September 30, 1868, the Revolutionary Committee in Spain, prompted perhaps by a revengeful 
spirit as well as a desire to emphasise the change in form of the government, decreed that the legend 
"HABILITADO POR LA NACION" (HPLN) should be surcharged on all remaining stamps of the 
1864 issue while awaiting a new delivery of stamps ordered from the Fabrica Nacional de Moneda y 
Timbre in Madrid. Over a six year period, a number of other Queen Isabella issues were also 
overprinted in order to meet the increasing demand of stamps whilst awaiting further deliveries 
from Spain. 

 
 
The surcharging was done very hastily by Filipino employees of the ordinary class, and because 
there were no specific instructions given on how to apply the overprint to the stamps, there are many 
varieties in usage, as well as errors. As a result, stamps are found with the surcharge applied 
vertically, reading upward or downward; diagonal, reading upward or downward; inverted; doubled; 
or in any combination of these. 
 
 

1868, December 
Stamp issues of January 1864 overprinted HPLN. 
 

                      
 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
3-1/8c Black 35 20M 31 32 
-   Printed on Yellow Paper     
-   Printed on Cream Paper     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
6-2/8c Green 36 20N 32 33 
-   Printed on Rose Paper     
-   Printed on White Paper     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
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Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
12-4/8c Blue 37 20O 33 34 
-   Printed on Salmon Paper     
-   Printed on White Paper     
-   Printed on Flesh Coloured Paper     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
25c Red 38 20P 34 35 
-   Printed on Buff Paper     
-   Printed on Rose Paper     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     

 

                                        
 

 No Period Under ‘O’   No Period Under ‘E’       No Period Under ‘O’ & ‘ E’ 
 
Note: Numerous other minor varieties exist such as broken letters / frame lines exist. 
 
 
1870, April 12 
1-real stamp issues of February, March and October 1863 overprinted HPLN. 
 
  
         
 

  

 First Printing 
 
 
 
 Second Printing 
 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Grey-Green (First Printing) 33 20K 35 30 
-  1r Dark Grey-Green (Second Printing)     
1r Emerald 34 20L 36 - 
-  1r Green 34a - - 31 
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1872, January 24 
Stamp issues of January 1, 1856 overprinted HPLN. 
 

        
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Green 26 20D 44 23 
2r Carmine 27 20E 45 24 

 
 
1872, January 24 
Stamp issues of January 1, 1863 overprinted HPLN. 
 

                      
 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 30 20H 41 27 
-  Horiz Pair, One Stamp Without Overprint     
10c Carmine - - - - 
1r Violet 31 20I 42 28 
2r Blue 32 20J 43 29 

 

 
PAIR, RIGHT STAMP WITHOUT OVERPRINT 
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1873, October 7 
Stamp issues of August 1, 1862 overprinted HPLN. 
 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Green 29 20G 51 26 

 
Note: Various minor varieties exist which are mainly due to imperfect transfers or to retouching of 
the stones (as detailed under the Isabella Section). 
 
 
1874 
Stamp issues of February 1, 1854 overprinted HPLN. 
 

               
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Orange 24A 20A - - 
1r Slate Blue 25 20B 52 21 
   -  1r Blue (Shades)     
   -  “CORROS” Constant Variety (Position 26)     
2r Green 25A 20C - 22 

 

 
1R CORROS VARIETY 
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1874 
Stamp issues of January 1, 1859 overprinted HPLN. 
 

        
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 27A - - - 
   -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
   -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
   -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
   -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
10c Rose 28 20F 53 25 
   -  Horiz Pair, One Stamp Without Overprint     
   -  Horiz Pair, One Overprint Across 2 Stamps     
   -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
   -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
       -  White dot to left of Bust (Position 48)     
   -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
       -  Period between 10 and Cs (Position 38)     
   -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
       -  Dash between 10 and Cs (Position 27)     

 
 

                   
  

 PAIR, RIGHT STAMP WITHOUT OVERPRINT PAIR, LEFT STAMP WITHOUT OVERPRINT 
 

 
 

PAIR, SINGLE OVERPRINT ACROSS TWO STAMPS 


