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Queen Isabella II 
1854 - 1864 

 

1854, February 1 
Imperforate. Hand Engraved in sheets of 40 (5 x 8) with each stamp differing in design. Recess 
printed by Plana, Jorba y Cia, Plaza de Binondo, Manila. Course-Lined backgrounds caused by re-
engraving. Quantity: 5c and 10c – 5,000 each; 1r and 2r – between 2,000 and 3,000 each. 
 

                      
 5C 10C BLACK 10C ROSE 10C CARMINE 
 

               
 

   1R 1R CORROS ERROR    2R 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Orange – Brown-Orange 1, 1a 1, 1a, 1b 1, 2 1 
   -  Fine Lined Background   1 1.1 
   -  Coarse Lined Background   2 1.1 
10c Black (Plate 1) – Small ‘0’ in ‘10’ Footnote NE1 - - 
10c Rose (Plate 2) 2a 2b, 2c 3a 2b 
10c Carmine (Plate 3) 2 2, 2a 3 2a 
   -  Fine Lined Background     
   -  Coarse Lined Background     
1r Blue 4 3 5 3a 
   -  “CORROS” Constant Variety (Position 26) 4c 3it 5a 3F 
   - 1r Dull Slate – Slate Blue 4a 3b 5b - 
   -  “CORROS” Constant Variety (Position 26) 4c 3bit 5ba 3F 
   - 1r Ultramarine 4b 3a  3b 
   -  Fine Lined Background     
   -  Coarse Lined Background     
   -  “CORROS” Constant Variety (Position 26) 4c   3F 
2r Green – Yellow Green 5, 5a 4, 4a-c 7, 7a 4a, 4b 
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Original State 
Fine Lined 
Background 

 
Re-Engraved 
Coarse Lined 
Background 

 
 
 

1855 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by Plana, Jorba y Cia, Plaza de Binondo, Manila, in sheets of 48 
(6 x 8) stamps, comprising 12 blocks of 4 varieties. The inner circle is broken by the labels at the 
top and bottom of the stamp. Numerous dangerous forgeries exist. Quantity: 5,000 (1,250 per Type). 
 
 

        
    Type I   Type II 

 
 

        
    Type III   Type IV 

 
Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Red 6 5 10 5 
   -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
   -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
   -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
   -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     

 

For description of Types, visit: http://www.nigelgooding.co.uk/Spanish/Isabella/1855.htm 
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1855 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by Plana, Jorba y Cia, Plaza de Binondo, Manila, in sheets of 48 
(6 x 8) stamps, comprising one type. The inner circle is not broken by the labels at the top and 
bottom of the stamp. Quantity: 3,500. 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 7 6 9 6 

 
 

1856, January 1 
Imperforate. Typographed. Engraved by Jose Perez Varela and printed by the Fabrica Nacional de 
Moneda y Timbre, Madrid, in sheets of 170 stamps (10 x 17). Watermarked ‘Loops’, being the only 
stamps officially issued with watermark during the Spanish period. As these stamps were in 
simultaneous use in Porto Rico, Cuba and the Philippines, the only way to validate local usage is to 
obtain used copies showing an identifiable postal or fiscal cancellation tying them to the 
Philippines, either directly on the stamp or on cover. The Parrilla (Grill) postal cancel on single 
stamps does not confirm Philippine usage as this cancel was also in use in Cuba and Porto Rico. 
Quantity: Unknown. 
 

        
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Gray Green 8 6a 11 Noted 
   -  Watermark Type I     
   -  Watermark Type II     
   -  Small Baeza Circular Date Cancel     
   -  Large Baeza Circular Date Cancel     
   -  Circular Dotted Cancel     
   -  “Manila-Filipinas” Circular Date Cancel     
   -  “Manila-Star” Circular Date Cancel     
   -  “Cavite-Luzon” Circular Town Cancel     
   -  “Iloilo” Eliptical Town Cancel     
   -  Parrilla (On cover or piece with other cancel)     
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Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
   -  Fiscal Cancel (Various)     
2r Carmine 9 6b 12 Noted 
   -  Watermark Type I     
   -  Watermark Type II     
   -  Small Baeza Circular Date Cancel     
   -  Large Baeza Circular Date Cancel     
   -  Circular Dotted Cancel     
   -  “Manila-Filipinas” Circular Date Cancel     
   -  “Manila-Star” Circular Date Cancel     
   -  Parrilla (On cover or piece with other cancel)     
   -  Fiscal Cancel (Various)     

 
WATERMARK TYPES 

 

The Loops watermark, which is a continuous design throughout the paper, is known to exist in two 
varieties on stamps sent to the Philippines. The variation occurs with the vertical alignment of the 
loops in relation to each other. Type I shows the loops positioned to alternate with each other. Type 
II shows the loops vertically in line with each other. The Type I variety is the more common of the 
two.  
 

             
 

     Type I  Type II 
 
 

POSTAL CANCELLATION TYPES 
 

                
 SMALL BAEZA  LARGE BAEZA    CIRCULAR DOTTED   M ANILA – FILIPINAS  

 

             
 MANILA – STAR   CAVITE – LUZON     ILOILO  PARRILLA (GRILL ) 
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1859, January 1 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by Plana, Jorba y Cia, Plaza de Binondo, Manila, in sheets 
comprising blocks of 4 varieties. Five plates (comprising different sheet layouts) were produced for 
the 5c value, and only one single plate produced for the 10c value. Significant variance in paper 
types used, from thin to thick white, yellowish and bluish papers. Quantity: 5c – 15,000; 10c – 
3,000. 
 

            
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 10 7 13, 15, 16 7 
   -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
   -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
   -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
   -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
   -  On Watermarked Paper (B/6)     
   -  5c Scarlet 10a 7a 13a  
       -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
       -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
       -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
       -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
   -  5c Orange 10b 7b 13b  
       -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
       -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
       -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
       -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
10c Rose 11 8 14 8 
   -  Type I (Top Left of Block)     
   -  Type II (Top Right of Block)     
       -  White dot to left of Bust (Position 48)     
   -  Type III (Bottom Left of Block)     
       -  Period between 10 and Cs (Position 38)     
   -  Type IV (Bottom Right of Block)     
       -  Dash between 10 and Cs (Position 27)     

 

For details of Sheet Layouts & Paper Types, visit: http://www.nigelgooding.co.uk/Spanish/Isabella/1859.htm 
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ON WATERMARKED PAPER 

 

               
 WHITE DOT TO LEFT OF BUST (POS 48) PERIOD BETWEEN ‘10’  AND ‘CS’  (POS 38) 
 

 
DASH BETWEEN ‘10’  AND ‘CS’  (POS 27) 

 

1861, January 1 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by M. Perez y Hijo, Manila in sheets of 130 stamps (13 x 10).  
The stamps were placed very close together on the stone, leaving practically no margin between the 
individual stamps. Quantity: Approximately 10,000.  
 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 12 9 17 9 

 
Note: Printing varieties exist which are caused by defective transferring or printing wherein parts of 
letters and/or parts of the outer frame lines surrounding each stamp is missing.  
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1862, August 1 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by M. Perez y Hijo, Manila in sheets of 128 stamps (13 rows of 
10 stamps each, except the bottom row which held a blank space at each end with 8 stamps 
between). The stamps were placed very close together on the stone, leaving practically no margin 
between the individual stamps. Quantity: Approximately 10,000.  

 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Dull Red 13 10 18 10 
-   Essay in Black     
-   Colon instead of Period after ‘CORREOS’     
-   Colon after ‘INTERIOR’     
-   Colon after ‘CORREOS’ and ‘INTERIOR’     
-   Period after ‘FRANCO’     
-   Period instead of Colon after ‘s’ of ‘Cs’     
-   Scratched Plate (white line cutting across stamp)     

 
Note: Other minor varieties in addition to those listed above exist, which are mainly due to 
imperfect transfers or to retouching of the stones. 
 

For examples of Varieties noted above, visit: http://www.nigelgooding.co.uk/Spanish/Isabella/1862.htm 

 
1863, January 1 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by M. Perez y Hijo, Manila in sheets of 128 stamps (13 rows of 
10 stamps each, except the bottom row which held a blank space at each end with 8 stamps 
between). Two stones were used, one for the 5c and 10c values, and the other for the 1r and 2r 
values. After the 5c and 2r stamps had been printed, the values were removed from the stone and the 
new values, 10c and 1r respectively, were placed on the stones by hand. Remnants of the 5c value 
can be seen on some of the 10c stamps. The 10c, 1r and 2r values were never placed on sale so only 
mint examples are known. Quantity: 5c – 9,000; 10c – 7,000; 1r and 2r – 5,000 each.  
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Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
5c Vermilion 14 11 19 11 
10c Carmine 15 12 20 12 
-   Defective Transfer (Showing remnants of 5c)     
1r Violet 16 13 21 13 
2r Blue 17 14 22 14 

 
 

1863, February - March 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by M. Perez y Hijo, Manila, believed to be issued in sheets of 50 
stamps. ‘CORREOS’ measures 10½mm; the point of the bust is round and is about 1mm from the 
circle which contains 94 pearls; lettering in Roman Captials. Two printings took place: February 
1863 – with sharp and clear impressions; March 1863 – with generally defective impressions owing 
to the ink being too liquid (most noticeable on the ‘F’ in the value tablet). Quantity: February 
Printing – 7,000; March Printing – 5,000.  
 

         
 

 February Printing March Printing 
 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Grey-Green (First [February] printing) 18 15 24 15 
1r Dark Grey-Green (Second [March] printing)  15a 23  

 
 

1863, October 1 
Imperforate. Lithographed. Printed by M. Perez y Hijo, Manila, sheet layout unknown. ‘CORREOS’ 
measures 11mm; the point of the bust ends in a sharp point which nearly touches the circle contains 
76 pearls; Lettering in Block Capitals. Quantity: 10,000.  
 

 
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
1r Emerald 20 16 25 16 
-  1r Green 20a 16a 25a  
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1864, January 1 
Imperforate. Typographed. Engraved by Don Jose Perez Varela and printed by the Fabrica Nacional 
de Moneda y Timbre, Madrid, Spain. Quantity: Unknown.  
 

                   
 

Description Scott Edifil SG Michel 
3-1/8c Black 21 17 26 17 
-   Printed on Yellow Paper 21 17 26  
-   Printed on Cream Paper  17a   
-   Double Transfer on Value (3-1/8)     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
6-2/8c Green 22 18 27 18 
-   Printed on Rose Paper 22 18a 27 18 
-   Printed on White Paper  18   
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
12-4/8c Blue 23 19 28 19 
-   Printed on Salmon Paper 23 19 28 19a 
-   Printed on White Paper  19a  19b 
-   Printed on Flesh Coloured Paper     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     
25c Red 24 20 29 20 
-   Printed on Buff Paper 24 20 30 20a 
-   Printed on Rose Paper  20a 29 20b 
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘e’ of ‘Fe’ Variety     
-   No Period under ‘o’ of ‘Po’ and ‘e’ of ‘Fe’     

 

                                
 

   Double Transfer    No Period Under ‘O’   No Period Under ‘E’       No Period Under ‘O’ & ‘ E’ 
 

Note: Numerous other minor varieties exist such as broken letters / frame lines exist. 


