Spanish Philippines

Private Business Firms

Adolfo Bruno Richter, of German descent, was a resident in the Philippines from at least the early 1870s. He
established Adolfo Richter y Cia in the latter part of the 1880s. The company comprised a series of retalil
shops in the Philippines with the main office located in Escolta, Manila, and other branches in Cebu and
Nueva Caceres, Camarines Sur. A further establishment, El Siglo XIX, appears from 1892. Products
mcluded hats, shoes, boots, saddles, spurs, sewing machines amongst other items. During the early part of
the 20" century, they also stocked military supplies such as caps, insignias and other accessories. In 1918,
Brias Roxas y Cia was established through the acquisition and merger of Adolfo Richter y Cia and Alfred

Roensch y Cia.

THE LEADING MILITARY-
SUPPLIES HOUSE IN THE PHILIPPINES

0Old No. 15 Escolta New No. 57
Has always a full stock of the following lines:

Felt - Hats, Straw - Hats, latest styles, Shoes, Boots for
Gentlemen, American and German made, Saddles, American
and English ones, Sewing Machines, Spurs etc.

Adolfo Richter & Co.
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Adolfo Richter & Co Advertisements (circa 1901)

Key Dates:
1872

A Richter, assistant to A (Adolf) Roensch, trader in Manila. Note: Alfred Roensch, son of Adolf Roensch,
established the Company Alfred Roensch y cia towards the end of the 1890.

1879
A Richter, working for A (Adolf) Roensch in lloilo.

1889

Adolfo Bruno Richter, hat manufacturer and storekeeper, Escolta 15, Manila. Also names Federico Richter.

1892

Adolfo Richter y Cia. Hat Manufacturer and dealers in military supplies and materials. Located at Escolta 15
with the following named employees: Adolfo Bruno Richter, Federico Richter, Rainfold Richter, Ricardo

Walther and Salvador Rebollido.

button.

Reverse side of a pair of white infantry epaulets with Adolfo Richter
& Co (Escolta 15) label on reverse. The clips slid over the cloth loop
sewn at the shoulder of the uniform blouse and were secured with a

Bullion shoulder knots for an Officer's white mess coat jacket.
Richter & Co maker tag on the back. Circa 1902.
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1892

El Siglo XIX. Owned by Adolfo Richter y Cia. Import House for mens and ladies clothing novelties. Located at
Escolta 24 with the following named employees: Adolfo Bruno Richter, Reinaldo Richter, Federico Richter,
M. Lluch, M. Vicente, R. Walther, R. Ortiz, M. Miranda, S. Reboullido, G. Roesseler and M. Fuster.

El Siglo XIX, Bazar, Cebu. Emilio Richter named against this firm.

1894 - 1899
A Richter & Co, Manila. The following named as hat manufacturers and storekeepers: A B Richter and F
Richter.

1894
El Siglo XIX, Manila. The following named as storekeeper: R Richter.

1899
Adolfo Richter, located at Escolta 11.

1901
Adolfo Richter & Co. Hatters located at Escolta 57.
El Siglo XIX. Barber Shop located at Escolta 12 and Dry Goods Store located at Escolta 145.

Bl SLGRED XEX

OLD 24. ESCOLTA ESCOLTA NEW 114.

THE Biggest Import-House of Novelties for Ladies and
Gentlemen. Carries always large stock of fine trimmed Hats,
Newest Hat Shapes, Hat Trimmings, Feathers, Plumes,
Flowers, Ribbons and Chiffons.

Novelties in Swiss Embroideries, Laces, Newest Designs
in Women’s Dress Goods, Ginghams, Dotted Swiss, Shoes for
Ladies and Children, Hosiery and Gent’s Furnishings.

ADJOLFO RICHTER AND CO.

El Siglo XIX, Adolfo Richter & Co Advertisement (1901)

BUSINESS HANDSTAMP

BH1: Two SINGLE LINED OVAL HANDSTAMP

Qoﬁo RICHTER >
£

* ESCOLTA 1
MANILA

ADOLFO RICHTER Y CAON ToOP
DATE IN CENTRE
EscoLTA 15/ MANILA ON BoTTOM ON TWO LINES
WITH EMBLEM ON LEFT AND RIGHT SIDES BETWEEN THE TwO OVALS
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PRIVATELY PRINTED COVERS

PPC1: ADOLFO RICHTER. MANILA.

ADOLFO RICHTER. MANILA. IN SINGLE LINE

PPC2: ADOLFO RICHTER Y C.a- MANILA

ADOLFO RICHTER Y CA — MANILA
CEBU - NUEVA CACERES

PPC3: ADOLFO RICHTER Y C.0 - MANILA

ADOLFO RICHTER Y CO — MANILA
CEBU Y NUEVA CACERES

PRINTED RETURN ADDRESS ON BACK OF COVER

RA1: ADOLFO RICHTER Y CIA

Adolfo Richter y Cia
MANILA.

RA2: ADOLFO RICHTER & CO

Adolto Richter & Co
MANIILA.
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BH1: Two SINGLE LINED OVAL HANDSTAMP

Cover from Manila to Hamburg, Germany
16¢ Double Weight Overseas Rate tied with 27 December 1896 'Correos-Manila' CDS
ADOLFO RICHTER Y CA Business Handstamp (BH1) on Back of Cover with Pre-Printed Return Address (RA2)
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PRIVATELY PRINTED COVER

PPC1: ADOLFO RICHTER. MANILA.

Cover from Manila to Hamburg, Germany

8c Single Weight Overseas Rate tied with 13 April 1890 'Correos - Manila' CDS
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PRIVATELY PRINTED COVER

PPC2: ADOLFO RICHTER Y C.a- MANILA

Cover from Manila to Erfurt, Germany
8c Single Weight Overseas Rate tied with 23 February 1893 'Correos - Manila' CDS
28 March 1893 'Erfurt' Arrival Circular Dated Backstamp
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PRIVATELY PRINTED COVER

PPC3: ADOLFO RICHTER Y C.0 - MANILA

Domestic Cover Addressed to Adolfo Richter y Co, Manila
Possibly originating from Cebu

2c Single Weight Rate tied with Indistinct ‘Correos' CDS

?? February 1896 'Correos - Manila' Arrival Circular Dated Backstamp
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PRIVATELY PRINTED COVERS

PPC3: ADOLFO RICHTER Y C.0 - MANILA

Domestic Covers Addressed to Adolfo Richter y Co, Manila
2c Stamp Paying Single Weight Rate

Pictures reduced slightly in size
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PRINTED RETURN ADDRESS ON BACK OF COVER

RA1: ADOLFO RICHTER Y CIA

Manila Circulating Domestic Cover Addressed to Adolfo Richter y Cia, El Siglo XIX
4c Double Weight Rate tied with 14 March 1896 'Correos - Manila' CDS
Boxed ‘Communicaciones/Admin Pral Manila/Cartera Central' (Manila PO Central Sorting Section) on back




Spanish Philippines Private Business Firms

PRINTED RETURN ADDRESS ON BACK OF COVER

RA2: ADOLFO RICHTER & CO

Cover from Manila to Hamburg, Germany
16¢ Double Weight Overseas Rate tied with 27 December 1896 'Correos-Manila' CDS
Adolfo Richter y Co (RA2) Printed Return Address on Back of Cover with Business Handstamp (BH1)
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COVER ADDRESSED TO ADOLFO RICHTER & CO
EscoLTA 15
MANILA

Manila Circulating Domestic Cover to Adolfo Richter & Co
On Pre-printed Addressed Envelope

24 August 1882

4c Double Weight Domestic Rate (underpaid by 1c) tied with 'Correos - Manila' CDS
Note: Both stamps showing inverted surcharge error

From ‘The Surcharge Era’ Collection of Richard Miggins
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COVER ADDRESSED TO RICHTER Y CA
EscoLTA 15
MANILA

Domestic Cover to Richter y Ca in Manila
Most Likely Originating from Outside of Manila

2c¢ Single Weight Domestic Rate tied with Blue Parrilla Cancel
5 January 1895 'Correos-Manila' Arrival Backstamps

Boxed 'Communicaciones/Admin Pral Manila/Cartera Central’
(Manila PO Central Sorting Section) Cancel on back
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COVER ADDRESSED TO ADOLFO RICHTER
MANILA

Domestic Cover from Mindoro to Adolfo Richter, Manila

2c¢ Single Weight Domestic Rate

Tied with 'Filipinas / Correos / Mindoro' Red Circular Cancel
18 February 'Correos-Manila’ Arrival Backstamp

Boxed 'Communicaciones/Admin Pral Manila/Cartera Central’'
(Manila PO Central Sorting Section) Cancel on back
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Manila
Circulating
Cover

2c Single
Weight
Domestic
Rate

7 February
1896 'Correos
- Manila'
Circular Date
Stamp

Manila Circulating Cover with 1/8c Single Domestic Circular (Printed Matter) Rate
13 March 1896 'Correos-Manila’ Circular Date Stamps

Boxed 'Communicaciones/Admin Pral Manila/Cartera Central’
(Manila PO Central Sorting Section) Cancel on back
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PosTAL CARD ADDRESSED TO ADOLFO RICHTER & CO
57 EscoLTA
MANILA

Postal Card (Scott #UX1) from Camalig, Albay to Manila

22(?) July 1905 'Camalig — Albay' Departure Duplex Cancel
and 28 July 1905 Manila Transit CDS'




